Abu Iyad assassin sentenced to death 

TUNIS (AP) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) has 
sentenced to death the turncoat bodyguard who gunned down Salab 
Khalaf (Abu Iyad) and two others, on the eve of the Gulf war, Palestinian 
sources reported. Hamza Aim Zaid, 30 , will be executed in Yemen 
sometime after Ramadan ends in mid-April, the sources said on condition 
of anonymity. The PLO says that Palestinian dissident Abu Nidai ordered 
the killings. Zaid who once worked for Abu Nidai, broke ranks with bis 
former boss in the late 1980s and joined the PLO, where be be came a 
bodyguard for Abu Iyad. Chi Jan. 1 1 , Zaid killed Abu Iyad, PLO security 
chief Hayel Abdul Hamid, and Abdul Hamid's chief bodyguard, Abu 
Mohammad A1 Omari, during a meeting at Abdul Hamid's home in 
Carthage. Zaid took Abdul Hamid's wife and daughter hostage during a 
tense six-hour standoff with T unisi an police. The family was liberated 
unharmed after police stormed the bouse and arrested Zaid. Palestinian 
sources in Tunis, where the FLO has its headquarters, said that Tunisian 
authorities quietly turned Zaid over to the PLO about a month later. 
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HAPPY EASTER 

THE JORDAN TIMES will nest be published on Monday, 
April 8, due to the Easter Sunday holiday. Tbe next issue of 
the paper will appear on Tuesday, April 9. The Jordan 
Times wishes its readers and advertisers a very happy 
Easter. 



Assad meets Aspin 

DAMASCUS (AP) — President 
Hafez AJ Assad met Saturday 
with U.S. Congressman Les 
Aspin, Chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, for a 
discussion of the post-Gulf war 
Middle East and the hostage 
situation. Mr. Aspin, a Wisconsin 
Democrat, arrived Friday even- 
ing in Damascus and met earlier 
Saturday with Foreign Minister 
Farouq A1 Sharaa for talks on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, turmoil in 
Iraq and the situation in the area 
in general, the official Arab News 
Agency (SANA) reported. AfteT 
the two-hour meeting with Mr. 
Sharaa, Mr. Aspin flew to the 
Mediterranean coastal city of 
Latakia to meet with Mr. Assad, 
SANA said. U.S. Ambassador 
Edward Djerejian attended both 
meetings, the agency said. 

Khomeini son to 
lead Iranian pilgrims 

NICOSIA ( AP) — The son of the 
late Ayatollah Ruhollab 
Khomeini will lead the Iranian 
pilgrims going to the annual pil- 
grimage this year, the first time 
Iran has participated in the 
annual rite since relations with 
Saudi Arabia soured four years 
ago, the official news agency said 
Saturday. The Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said the 
country’s top spiritual leader. 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
appointed Ahmad Khomeini, a 
lesser clergyman, to lead the de- 
legation. The issue of the pilgrim- 
age was finally resolved last 
month, paving the way for re- 
sumed Riyadb-Tehran ties. 

PCCtomeet 
on April 21 

TUNIS (R) — The Palestine 
Central Council (PCC) will meet. 
April 21, 10 days after U.S. 
Secretary of State lames Baker 
ends a Middle East tour be is due 
to start on Sunday, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
confirmed Saturday. It will be the 
first meeting since the end of die 
Gutf war of the council which is 
an intermediate body between 
the Executive Committee chaired 
by Yasser Arafat and the Pales- 
tine National Council. The cen- 
tral council wfli discuss efforts to 
solve the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and the situation in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Mr. Arafat’s political advis- 
er Bassam Abu Sharif told Reu- 
ters. 

U.S. firefighters 
cap 20th gushing 
well in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — American fire- 
fighters capped the 20th gushing 
well in Kuwait's wrecked oilfields 
Saturday and piped in sea water 
to tackle fires in 500 wells. More 
than 500 of Kuwait's oflwells 
were set ablaze in the Gulf war. 
putting Kuwait’s vital oil industry 
out of action. More than 500 
wells are on fire and another 80 
are gushing oil. Up to six million 
barrels of oil a day are going up in 
flames, spewing out a choking 
black smog. Firefighters from the 
Texas-based Boots and Coots 
Company, one of three U.S. 
firms working in the oilfields, 
successfully sealed a well spurting 
oil high into the air in the Ahmadi 
field, south of Kuwait City, 
Saturday. A Reuter correspon- 
dent saw them lower a steel tip 
known as a “stinger" into the well 
to seal it. Support workers then 
pumped in mad to force down the 
oil and would later seal the well 
with cement. 

Turkey debating 
freeing prisoners 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey is con- 
sidering freeing most of the 
46,000 prisoners in the country's 
jails in a major shake-up of its 
legal system, a government 
spokesman said. Kurdish guerril- 
las and people convicted of 
undermining the state would not 
he released under the terms of a 
parliamentary bill which would 
scrap anti-communist laws in 
force for nearly 70 years. The 
sentences of the majority of the 
other prisoners in Turkish jails 
would be suspended. The bill, to 
he debated Monday, would com- 
mute the death sentences of some 
270 prisoners to 36 years in jail, 
government spokesman Kemal 
Akkaya told reporters after a 
cabinet meeting in Ankara. 


Iraq accepts U.N. 
terms for ceasefire 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ Saturday accepted U.N. 
Security Council conditions for a 
formal Golf war ceasefire. 

Members of the 250-seat 
National Assembly voted over- 
whelmingly to accept the terms 
after a five-hour debate, assemb- 
ly sources said. 

The resolution passed on 
Wednesday calls on Iraq to des- 
troy its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, impounds part of its oil 
revenues to pay reparations to 
Kuwait and paves the way for the 
withdrawal of U.S.-led allied 
troops occupying about 15 per 
cent of Iraq. 

“We are forced to accept the 
resolution in order to foil the 
American-NATO- Zionist conspira- 
cy a gains t Iraq," said a statement 
earlier from two assembly com- 
mittees recommending accept- 
ance. 

Hie ceasefire terms stipulate 
that Iraq has to accept the 'in- 
violability’’ of (he border with 
Kuwait it agreed in 1963 and 
provide for a U.N. observer force 
to monitor a demilitarised zone. 

Iraqi officials and the media 
have said the resolution was de- 
signed to rob Baghdad of its 
sovereignty and -mortgage its 
national wealth. 

National Assembly Speaker 
Saadi Mehdi Saleh Friday de- 
scribed the 20-page resolution as 
“unfair and oppressive.’’ 


U.N. informed 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Iraq has told tire United Na- 
tions it accepts last Wednes- 
day’s Security Council resolu- 
tion setting tough terms for a 
formal ceasefire, an Iraqi 
sources said Saturday. 

If this is confirmed and 
judged to be responsive to the 
council, an immediate cease- 
fire replaces the five-week- 
long informal cessation of hos- 
tilities between Iraq and the 
United States-led alliance. 

The Iraqi source said Bagh- 
dad’s acceptance was con- 
tained in the last paragraph of 
identical. 23-page letters sent 
to the U.N. secretary-general 
and the president of the Secur- 
ity Council by Iraq's foreign 
minister. 

A U.N. spokesman con- 
firmed a letter had been re- 
ceived from Iraq's U.N. mis- 
sion but said it was still being 
translated from Arabic. 

The assembly's session fol- 
lowed a Friday night meeting of 
the ruling Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council chaired by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Mr. Saleh attended the coun- 
cil meeting, the second in less 
than 24 hours. 

“The council discussed the re- 


turn to normalcy in the northern 
parts of the homeland and the 
latest political developments in 
the international arena." INA 
said, in an apparent reference to 
the Security Council resolution 
and the failed Kurdish rebellion 
in northern Iraq. 

Under the terms of Wednes- 
day's resolution, the ceasefire 
formally takes effect when Iraq 
officially notifies the United Na- 
tions that it has accepted the 
terms. 

The government, after 
crushing the post-war rebellions 
by Kurdish rebels in the north 
and Shiite Muslims in the sonth, 
offered amnesty to Kurds and 
promised political reforms in a 
new constitution. 

The U.S.-initiated ceasefire re- 
solution was approved by a vote 
of 22-2, with Cuba voting against 
and Yemen and Ecuador abstain- 
ing. Among other conditions, it 
demands Iraq destroy its long- 
range missiles and chemical and 
biological weapons. 

“Mr. Saleh was quoted on 
Saturday as saying the new gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Saa- 
doun Hammadi, appointed 
March 23, would work for a 
multi-party system, press free- 
dom and individual liberties. 

“The democratic process in 
Iraq is irreversible,'' Mr. Saleh 
told the Kurdish newspaper Al 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq rejects U.N. resolution 
on rebellion as interference 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ Saturday rejected Friday’s 
Security Council resolution con- 
demning Baghdad's handling of 
the Kurdish rebellion and deman- 
ding that Baghdad give aid 
groups access to those in need. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said in a commentary the resolu- 
tion was unjust and aimed at 
interfering in Baghdad's internal 
affairs. It ignored Iraq’s express- 
ed readiness to receive a U.N. 
mission to Kurdistan. 

The commentary said Turkey 
and Iran, which both spoke in 
support of the resolution, had a 
“shameful history" of persecuting 
Kurds. 

“Iraqi Kurdish citizens, who 
are loyal to their people and soil, 
have begun returning in 
thousands to their towns, villages 
and farms after the collapse of the 
rebellion carried out by hired 
gangs... the collapse of the rebel- 
lion with such speed led to the 
disappointment of the USA, Bri- 
tain and France,” the commen- 
tary said. 


“This prompted them to ped- 
dle this weak, miserable resolu- 
tion at the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil," it said. 

The vote on the 15th resolution 
against Iraq since it invaded 
Kuwait last Aug. 2 was 10 to 
three with two abstentions. Cuba. 
Yemen and Zimbabwe cast the 
■ t negative votes at Friday’s meet- 
ing and China and India ab- 
stained. 

Initiated by France, countries 
voting in favour of the resolution 
were Belgium, the United States, 
Britain, the Soviet Union, Au- 
stria, Ecuador, Ivory Coast, 
Romania and Zaire. 

Nations which declined to sup- 
port the resolution said it was an 
unwarranted interference in 
Iraq's internal affairs and violated 
a cardinal principle of the United 
Nations Charter. 

The resolution demands Iraq, 
“immediately end this repres- 
sion" and expressed hope that 
“an open dialogue will take place 
to ensure that the human and 
political rights of all Iraqi citizens 
are respected’Tsee page 2). 


It insists that Iraq allow im- 
mediate access by international 
humanitarian organisations and 
asks Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar to report on the 
problems of the Kurdish popula- 
tion. 

Before the vote, the idea of 
council action on restive ethnic 
minorities sent shivers through 
the 15-member body during prot- 
racted negotiations. 

Romania, for one, insisted the 
clause from the U.N. Charter on 
non-interference in the internal 
affairs of a state be inserted into 
the document before voting in 
favour. 

Nine votes and no veto are 
required for passage. “It was not 
very easy but we got the (10) 
votes," said France’s envoy, 
Jean-Marc Rochereau de la Sab- 
liere, chief negotiator on behalf 
of tire resolution. 

To counter apprehensions, the 
resolution sought to depict the 
Sow of refugees across borders as 
a threat to international peace 

(Continued on page 5) 


Egypt jails soldier for 
12 years for Sinai attack 


SUEZ, Egypt (Agencies) — An 
Egyptian military court sentenced 
a soldier Saturday to 12 years' 
hard labour for killing four 
Israelis in a solo attack across fee 
Sinai border. 

Ayman Mostafa, 23. was found 
guilty of murder and attempted 
murder, stealing weapons and 
ammunition and leaving the 
country illegally. 

Mostafa was reading the Holy 
Koran before Saturday’s session 
began. He raised it over his bead 
when the sentence was 
announced. 

“Allahu akbar," “he yelled. 

Twenty-five other Israelis were 
injured in the Nov. 25 attack 
when Mostafa crossed 30 metres 
into Israel and sprayed bullets 
into passing vehicles with an 
assault rifle. 

At the time Israel sharply criti- 
cised Egypt and called on it to 
prevent similar attacks in the 
future. 

Mostafa pleaded not guilty 
when the trial opened in Decem- 
ber. The charges could have car- 
ried tbe death sentence. 

However a court ruling said: 
“Tbe accused was not under any 
mental of physical disorder when 


he committed his crime, but 
medical tests showed his two 
front brain lobes were 
atrophied." 

His relatives shouted 
“Khaibar, Khaibar, o Jews, 
Mohammad’s army will return," 
in a reference to a conflict be- 
tween Jews and Muslims at the 
time of the Prophet Mohammad, 
then congratulated one another 
when the sentence was read. 

“I cannot say bow happy I 
am," Mostafa told Reuters. 

Mostafa was arrested shortly 
after the attack on a desert road 
18 km from tbe Red Sea port of 
Eilat. He was said to have been 
stationed at a nearby border 
point. 

The Israeli army said the 
assailant killed three army truck 
drivers and seriously wounded 
another soldier in separate 
ambushes. 

He then sprayed more than 50 
bullets from an AK-47 assault 
rifle into a bus carrying soldiers 
and civilian workers, killing the 
driver and wounding 24 passen- 
gers. 

The sentence is subject to re- 
view by the 3rd army’s judge 
advocate general. 


Arafat: No 
surrender 
of weapons 
in Lebanon 

ALGIERS (R) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat said 
Saturday that Palestinians in 
Lebanon should be allowed to 
keep their weapons despite gov- 
ernment moves to disarm mili- 
tias. 

“We are ready to accept the 
Lebanese government’s decision 
to extend its authority over the 
whole of Lebanon," he said after 
talks with Algerian President 
Chadh Bcajedid. 

But Mr. Arafat said armed 
Palestinians were part of “the 
Palestinian liberation army and 
not a militia. “They should be 
allowed to keep weapons" in the 
framework of an understanding 
that guarantees tbe security of 
(Palestinian) camps," he said. 

Algeria, Saudi Arabia and 
Morocco form a committee which 
drafted a plan approved by 
Lebanese parliamentarians to 
end the country’s rivfl war. 

The plan calls for die central 
government to establish its au- 
thority over tbe whole country. 


IFTAR: His Majesty King Hussein Saturday 

hnaterf an tftar for directors of the press institu- 
tions, the Jordan Press Association ( JPA) president 
and a number of journalists. The iftar was attend e d 
by Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 


King’s political advisor Adrian Abu Oddi, Chief 
Chamb erlain Prince RaadBen Zeid, several royal 
family — *»i«— ■ and Information Mmfcter Ibrahim 
Izzeddine (Photo by Yousef Al Allan). 


Israeli troops kill 2 
Palestinian teenagers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli troops shot and killed 
two Palestinian teenagers during 
overnight dashes in the occupied 
West Bank, security sources and 
Palestinians said Saturday. 

Palestinians said Mohammad 
Yousef Al Haroub, 16, was shot 
in the head, neck and chest dur- 
ing a clash between stone- 
throwing students and soldiers in 
the southern town of Dura. 

Israeli military sources said 
Haroub was shot from close 
range after he tried to stab a 
soldier with a knife. 

Israeli and Palestinian sources 
said guards from a military prison 
near Nablus opened fire on stone- 
throwers at the nearby Faraa* 
Palestinian refugee camp Friday 
night, killing Mahmoud Moham- 


mad Dayan, 14. 

Palestinians said the death 
sparked protests by refugees who 
destroyed a four metres high 
fence which the army had erected 
around tbe camp to stop attacks 
against Israeli traffic. 

Military sources confirmed a 
Palestinian was shot during the 
dashes, but could not confirm if 
be was dead because be was not 
brought to hospital. 

The deaths raised to 783 the 
number of Palestinians killed by 
Israeli security forces and civi- 
lians since the start of the 39- 
month-old intifada. 

Soldiers also shot and wounded 
two Palestinian teenagers during 
dashes in the occupied Gaza 
Strip town of Rafah on Saturday, 
Palestinians said. They said one 


of the youths was shot in the head 
and was in critical condition in 
hospital. 

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip 
and in some West Bank areas 
staged a general strike Saturday 
called by the Muslim fun- 
damentalist Islamic Jihad orga- 
nisation. 

The strike marked the monthly 
anniversary of die death of four 
Islamic Jihad members, killed by 
Israeli forces in the Gaza Strip 
two months before the start of the 
uprising. 

In Arab Jerusalem, paramilit- 
ary border police damped a cur- 
few on tbe Wadi Joz neighbour- 
hood after Palestinian residents 
blocked a street with rocks and 
debris and stoned police who 
came to clear it, police said. 


Baker begins fresh mission 


Combined agency dispastebes 

U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE 
James Baker was to embark 
Saturday on his second Middle 
East peace quest since the Gulf 
war, amid furore over American 
policy towards Iraq's Kurds. 

Officials announced the trip 
Friday after a week in which 
critics at home and abroad ac- 
cused President George Bush of 
betraying Iraqi rebels encouraged 
by his call to overthrow President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Mr. Baker set out on h is 
second journey to the Middle 
East within a month as commen- 
tators blasted Mr. Bush for inac- 
tion by refusing to protect Kurds. 

Tbe trip was arranged to en- 
sure the United States does not 
squander in peace the victory it 
woo over Iraq in the six-week war 
that touched off. internal rebel- 
lion . 

Mr. Baker will focus on Arab- 
Israeli peace efforts and also visit 
Kurdish refugees on the Turkish 
border. 

In addition to sending Mr. 
Baker, Mr. Bush launched a mas- 
sive emergency relief effort for 
war victims that will include U.S. 
airdrops of food, blankets, clo- 
thing and other supplies to Kur- 
dish refugees in northern Iraq. 

He also said he would order up 
to $10 million in new relief aid, 
besides $35 million already pro- 
vided for war victims. 

Mr. Bush acted on a day in 
which columnists of the New 
York Times criticised him for 
inaction. 

Ou leaving Washington on 
Saturday afternoon, Mr. Baker 
was to go to Houston to meet 
Bush, then leave for Ankara to 
meet Turkish President Turgut 
Ozal Sunday. 

He will visit a refugee camp on 
Monday, then fly to occupied 
Jerusalem for talks with Israeli 
leaders Tuesday. He is due in 
Cairo on Wednesday, Damascus 
on Thursday and Geneva on Fri- 
day. 


Italy: Europe should not be 
left out of peace process 

ROME (AP) — Italy’s foreign minister complanined Saturday that 
Europe was being left out of proposed plans for a Middle East 
peace conference. 

Minister Gianni de Michelis said that many people were 
suggesting that a Middle East peace conference follow the format 
of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. 

“This type of approach justifies and makes central the presence 
of Europe,” Mr. De Michelis told a news conference. 

He noted that proposed plans for the peace conference en- 
visioned the presence of tbe United States and the Soviet Union. 

Mr. De Michelis said the exclusion of Enrope was “absolutely 
unacceptable.” He said be would raise the point Monday at a 
European Community mini-summit in Luxembourg. 

“We obviously don't have anything against the presence of the 
United States, as I said, or that of the Soviet Union,” he 
commented. “But the idea that Europe could be represented at the 
beginning of tbe '90s by tbe Soviet Union, and that’s all, seems 
contradictory with reality.’* 

Mr. De Michelis said he saw a true “window of opportunity," to 
achieve peace between Israelis and Arabs after the Gulf war. 

He added that both the United Nations and the countries in the 
anti-Iraq coalition should have major roles in the peace process in 
the Middle East. 


The trip is designed to keep 
open what U.S. officials acknow- 
ledge is a finite “window of 

opportunity" to take advantage 

of post-war political changes to 
seek progress on Arab-Israeli 
peace. 

Since Mr. Baker retained from 
his first post-war Middle East 
mission last month, there have 
been few public signs foe admi- 
nistration was pursuing this win- 
dow with any vigour. 

National Security Adviser 
Brent Scowcroft made a secret 
visit to the region recently, but 
little is known of the outcome. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tntwiler, refer- 
ring to foe Arab-Israeli crisis, 
said Mr. Baker's goal was to “see 
if we can bring the parties doser 
together." 

Israeli stand 

The Baker visit reignited a 
traditional political dispute in 


Israel Saturday, stressing foe 
country’s deep rift over prospects 
of peace. 

Mr. Baker will discuss ways to 
advance a two-track approach 
suggested by Israel and the Un- 
ited States: 

Simultaneous but separate 
peace talks between tbe Jewish 
state, the Arabs and foe Palesti- 
nians. 

The Bush administration is 
seeking more flexibility from 
Israel. A primary concern is 
Israel’s settlement drive in the 
occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Snip. 

Housing Minister Ariel Shar- 
on. a leading Israeli hawk, has 
said that he plans to build 
thousands of new homes in the 
occupied territories. Israeli and 
fordgn reports suggest that such 
projects are designed for Soviet 
Jews pouring into the country. 
Government officials deny that 
Mr. Sharon's plans won any-'j 
(Continued on page-5) 


Baghdad 
cabinet 
slightly 
reshuffled 

Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQI PRESIDENT Saddam 
Hussein Saturday shuffled his 
government for the second 
time in as many weeks, and 
named one of his most trusted 
relatives as defence minister. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said Brigadier General 
Hussein Kamel was one of 
three new appointments to a 
cabinet announced last month. 

Gen. Kamel's previous 
posts, minis ter of industry and 
militar y industrialisation and 
acting oil minister, will be 
taken over by his long-time 
deputy, LL-Gen. Amir Ham- 
moodi Al Sadi. 

INA said foe former defence 
minister, Gen. Sadeh Toma 
Abbas, was named President 
Saddam’s special advisor on 
military affaire. Gen. Abbas, a 
hero of tbe 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war, was appointed defence 
minister last December. 

The Iraqi agency did not say 
why the latest shuffle was 
made. 

President Saddam appointed 
a new government March 23, 
naming long-time associate 
Saadoun Hammadi as prime 
minister. That largely symbolic 
post had been held by Presi- 
dent Saddam himself since he 
took power in 1979. 

Dr. Hammadi is a member 
of foe Shiite Muslim sect and 
the shuffle was seen as an 
attempt to mollify Shiites, 
whose dissatisfaction had led 
to a widespread rebellion in 
southern Iraq. 

Most of the ruling elite be- 
longs to tbe rival Sunni branch 
of Islam. 

But President Saddam re- 
tained hardliners in key posi- 
tions, including Gen. Kamel 
and Gen. Ali Hassan Al Ma- 
jid, another cousin who was 
appointed interior minister be- 
fore foe March 23 shuffle. 

He also named another key 
heu tenant and member of the 
ruling Revolutionary Com- 
mander Council, Izzat Ibra- 
him, as deputy commander-in- 
chief, a new post. President 
Saddam remains commander- 
in-chief. 

President Saddam has prom- 
ised political reforms in an 
apparent effort to defuse the 
rebellions. 

INA said President Saddam, 
who is tbe supreme commander 
of the aimed forces, signed 
four presidential decrees 
Saturday. 

Under one of them Gen. 
Kamel, was promoted from foe 
rank of colonel to full general 
as head of the defence nrinis - 
fry. 

He was replaced as minister 
of industry and military indus- 
trialisation by Gen. Saadi, who 
will also take the portfolio as 
acting ofl minister. 

Gen. Kamel’s name has 
been frequently mentioned in 
leading the crackdown on tbe 
rebellions in tbe north and 
south following the Gulf war 
that ended with a provisional 
ceasefire on Feb. 28. 

Gen. Kamel oversaw foe de- 
velopment of Iraq's ambitious 
military programme, particu- 
larly long-range missiles and 
chemical and bilogical 
weapons. 

He oversaw the largely clan- 
destine network of companies 
around foe world through 
which Iraq sidestepped West- 
ern efforts to block if from 
receiving advanced military 
technology. 

He is married to President 
Saddam’s eldest daughter,* 
Raghad, and also heads Presi- 
dent Saddam’s personal secur- 
ity apparatus, a post he is 
expected to retain. He began 
his political career as one of 
President Saddam's body- 
guards. 

like many in President Sad- 
dam’s inner circle, Gen. Kamel 
comes from President Sad- 
dam's hometown of Tikrit, 
north of Bagdad. 

Ali Hassan Al Majid, the 
49-year-dd interior minium , is 
Gen. Kamel’s brother. 



New U.N. Mideast envoy 
hopes for progress in 6 months 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 

— The U.N. secretary-general's 
new special representative for the 
Middle East. Edouard Brunner, 
said Friday if there was no visible 
progress towards resolving the 
Arab-Israel conflict in the next 
six months it would t*e “a bad 
surprise." 

Many countries both inside and 
outside the region had plans for 
dealing with the problem, which 

would have to be studied to de- 
termine which could be recon- 
ciled and might lead to a settle- 
ment. he told a news conference. 

“Something visible must hap- 
pen in the next six months — I 
still don't know what, how or by 
whom, but something must hap- 
pen to show that there is progress 
in this important domain.” said 
Mr. Brunner, who is Switzer- 
land's ambassador to 
Washington. 

If there were no signs of prog- 
ress. he added. “I think it will be 

— I wouldn't say the end of the 
world. But it will be a bad sur- 
prise if. after all the efforts that 
we will be making and all the 
efforts that some major powers 
are making, nothing happens." 

Mr. Brunner, whose appoint- 
ment was announced on March 


U.S. court 
rules against 
Iraq in 
furnace case 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Iraqi government is guilty of de- 
ceiving a New Jersey company to 
skirt U.S. export restrictions and 
acquire industrial furnaces for its 
war machine, a federal judge 
decided. 

U.S. District Judge Stanley 
Sporkin ruled Friday that Con- 
szrc Corporation is entitled to 
$64.1 million in its fraud and 
breach of contract lawsuit against 
the Iraqi Ministry of Industry and 
Minerals. 

Judge Sporkin ruled that the 
firm was entitled to recover $9.1 
million, which covers die three 
unsold furnaces, plus another $55 
million in punitive damages — 
five times the original $ll-mil!ion 
contract price. 

Mr. Sporkin agreed with the 
Rancocas, New Jersey, firm that 
the Iraqis used “fraud and de- 
ceit" to purchase four custom- 
made high-temperature furnaces 
— a contention backed by the 
U.S. Defence Department. 

Iraq produced a certificate de- 
daring it would use die furnaces 
to produce artificial limbs for 
victims from its war with Iran. 
However, a June 1990 tip that the 
furnaces were headed for the 
same military-industrial complex 
outside Baghdad led U.S. de- 
fence officials to determine they 
would be used to produce nuclear 
weapons and lightweight titanium 
parts for extending the range of 
Iraqi missiles. 

Consarc. the nation’s largest 
producer of specialty furnaces for 
the automobile, aerospace and 
aircraft industries, also charted in 
its lawsuit that by invading 
Kuwait. Iraq prevented shipment 
or the furnaces and breached its 
contract. 

Raymond Roberts, president 
of Consarc, said he was prepared 
to rum over to the U.S. govern- 
ment half of any punitive dam- 
ages he recovers to fund better 
enforcement of export laws. 

Although Consarc had been 
stuck with all four furnaces, it 
sold one in February to Mit- 
subishi Materials Ltd. in Japan 
(or $1-7 million. A second is 
sitting in a crate in the United 
States; two others are at a Con- 
sarc subsidiary in Scotland. 

As outlined by company offi- 
cials at the hearing, the sale of 
metal-moulding furnaces that be- 
gan in 198S with blessing of the 
L’.S. Commerce Department 
came to an abrupt end on the 
Philadelphia docks just days be- 
fore Iraq invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2, 1990. 


21. succeeds Gunnar Jarring, a 
Swedish diplomat who held the 
post from 1967 until his recent 
retirement at the age of S3, 
although his mission had been 
largely dormant since the early 
1970s. 

Mr. Brunner said he was begin- 
ning his task by conferring with 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar and with representa- 
tives of the members of the 
Security Council. 

He would later visit the capitals 
of permanent members of the 
council but would not travel to 
the Middle East until next month, 
most probably with the secretary- 
general. He gave no itinerary. 

Mr. Brunner's mandate, like 
that of Mr. Jarring, is based on 
Resolution 242. adopted after the 
1967 war. It sets out "land-for- 
peace" formula under which 
Israel is to withdraw from terri- 
tories occupied during that con- 
flict in return for acknowledg- 
ment of the right of every state in 
the region to live in peace within 
secure and recognised bound- 
aries. 

Asked why he expected to be 
more active than Mr. Jarring in 
view of the present Israeli gov- 
ernment's rejection of "land-for- 
peace," he replied: “Nothing 


makes me think that I will be 
more active except hope." 

“Before giving an assessment 
of my possible activities, I think I 
have to hear from all the principal 
actors in the region what they 
really think.” he added. 

He declined to give his views 
on the possibility of a Mideast 
peace conference, or a regional 
security conference to pave the 
way for a larger political meeting. 

. He said he had not met with 
Israeli officials, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) or 
officials of Arab states in the 
region as yet. He declined to say 
whether he was empowered to 
speak to the PLO. 

He said that prospects for 
peace had improved because of 
cooperation between the United 
States and the Soviet Union and 
among all five permanent council 
members. 

Mr. Brunner recently met 
Secretary of State James Baker to 
discuss U.S. ideas for a Mideast 
settlement. 

Mr. Baker was to travel Satur- 
day to Turkey, Israel and Egypt 
to deal with a rising tide of 
Kurdish refugees from Iraq and a 
slowdown in the U.S. driver for 
peace talks. 


Palestinian conference 
scheduled in Montreal 


OTTAWA (AP) — A U.N. con- 
ference on the Palestinian-lsraeli 
conflict is being planned for Mon- 
treal in June, senior government 
officials said. 

It will be the first time U.N.- 
affiliated groups concerned about 
Palestinian rights have held a 
conference away from U.N. 
headquarters in New York. 

Canadian groups working for 
the rights of Palestinians prom- 
oted Montreal as the site to rein- 
force Canada's support for U.N. 
resolutions on the Palestinian 
questions. 

The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said they 
expect Canada early next week to 
agree to hold the conference on 
June 28, 29 and 30. 

About 300 delegates from 
trade unions, churches, peace 
groups and humanitarian orga- 
nisations will discuss ways the 
United Nations can protect 
Palestinians In the Israeli-occu- 
pied territories. 

They will also discuss how the 
world body can best promote a 
negotiated settlement between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

Nasser A! Kidweh. representa- 


tive of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to the Un- 
ited Nations, is expected to 
attend. PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and other PLO officials 
from the Middle East are not 
expected at the conference. 

Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney said recently the PLO lead- 
ership has “zero credibility” be- 
cause of its support for Iraq dur- 
ing the Gulf war. But Canada has 
also insisted the right of Palesti- 
nians to choose their own repre- 
sentatives. 

Most delegates to the confer- 
ence support the establishment of 
a Palestinian state. 

Among the speakers will be 
Hannan Ashrawi, a prominent 
Palestinian educator. Michail 
Waishaski, an Israeli journalist, 
mil also speak. He was jailed in 
Israel for eight months for pub- 
lishing a pamphlet on how to 
resist under torture during inter- 
rogation. 

Workshop themes include the 
plight of Palestinian children in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, problems of Palesti- 
nian prisoners and die rights of 
Palestinian women. 


Kuwaiti pilot wants Gulf 
states to unite air forces 


KUWAIT (R) — A senior 
Kuwaiti pilot urged the emirate's 
Gulf Arab allies Friday to unite 
their air forces and said he ex- 
pected the West to provide them 
with modern weapons denied to 
Arab stales in the post. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Moham- 
mad Mubarak, the only Kuwaiti 
pilot captured by the Iraqis in the 
Gulf war. told a news conference 
it was “only natural” for the West 
to provide the six Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) states with 
modern weapons and help them 
upgrade their defences. 

Saudi Arabia, the largest GCC 
state and the world's biggest oil 
exporter, turned to Britain for 
Tornado warplanes and China for 
CSS-2 medium-range missiles in 
deals worth more than S20 billion 
in the late l9S0s after the U.S. 
Congress turned down its re- 
quests for advanced American 
weaponry. 

Col. Mubarak said that since 
the Gulf war. “certainly things 
have changed." Asked if he ex- 
pected Congress would now allow 
the sale of sophisticated weapons 
to GCC slates, he said: “natur- 
ally.” 

“Also many of the foreign 
forces will leave some of their 
weapons in the region" after their 
eventual withdrawal, said Col. 
Mubarak, whose A-4 aircraft was 


shot down on Jan. 17. the first 
day of the war. 

He was released by Iraq March 

5. 

The pilot said the Gulf war had 
proved that the GCC states — 
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) as 
well as Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
— could not go to war on their 
own. 

"We must link all air forces in 
the Gulf together and (jointly) 
buy weapons which will benefit us 
all.” be said. The six states should 
also hold regular exercises under 
the supervision of foreign experts 
and train better commanding 
officers. 

Col. Mubarak's statements in 
reply to questions were among 
the strongest made in public by a 
Kuwaiti officer on the post-war 
defence requirements of rhe 
GCC, an economic and military 
pact. 

The GCC states agreed in 
Damascus last month with Syria 
and Egypt to form an Arab 
peacekeeping force after the 
eventual withdrawal of Western 
forces from the region. 

Col. Mubarak said a SI. 9 bil- 
lion deal signed with the United 
States in 1988 for the replacement 
of Kuwait's 36 A-4 warplanes 
with 40 F/A-188 was proceeding 
on schedule. 


‘Big three’ 
may join 
U.N. force 
in Gulf 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The United States, the Soviet 
Union and France may contribute 
military officers to a U.N. obser- 
ver group at the Iraq-Kuwait 
border. Western diplomats said 
Friday. 

China’s position was not' 
known, but a Chinese military 
presence was considered unlike- 
ly, diplomats said. British diplo- 
mats could not be reached for 
comment, but British participa- 
tion was considered a possibility 
if other powers joined. 

The participation of the “big 
five" permanent members of die 
Security Council in U.N. 
peacekeeping operations has 
been rare. They have been ruled 
previously out because they were 
not considered neutral, having 
often had strategic interests. 

Western diplomats, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the five discussed 17. N. 
peacekeeping on Thursday with 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, who will deliver a 
formal recommendation to the 
Security Council Saturday on 
creating a new U.N. observer 
force on the Iraq-Kuwait border. 

Monitoring of the border is one 
condition of a Gulf war ceasefire 
resolution the council passed this 
week. 

Iraq's U.N. representative said 
Thursday he had received no 
word yet whether Baghdad 
accepted the resolution, and he 
did not expect a reply soon. 

Ambassador Abdul Amir A1 
Anbari told reporters Security 
Council President Paul Noter- 
daeme of Belgium had asked him 
whether be had received a re- 
sponse from his government to 
the resolution. 

“I explained to him that, first, 
there's a difference of time be- 
tween Baghdad and New York — 
right now it’s nine hours,” Mr. 
Anbari said. 

“Secondly the resolution, re- 
gardless of its merit, is a very 
complicated and detailed one. 
Thirdly, tomorrow will be Friday, 
which is a holiday in Iraq. So I 
don’t expect an early response 
from my government, either 
way,” he said. 

A formal Gulf ceasefire will 
replace the current month-old 
cessation of hostilities if Iraq 
accepts all provisions of the re- 
solution, which calls for the des- 
truction of all its chemical and 
biological weapons, as well as 
ballistic missiles with a range 
greater than 150 kilometres. 

Iraq must also agree to channel 
a percentage of its oil revenues 
into a fond to meet damage 
claims arising from its invasion 
and occupation of Kuwait. 

The United Nations, which will 
have to organise and carry out or 
oversee many of these opera- 
tions, announced Thursday the 
establishment of a nine-member 
group of top U.N. officials to 
supervise implementation of the 
resolution. 

It comprises seven under- 
secretaries general and two 
assistant-secretaries general, in- 
cluding secretary general Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar's chef de 
cabinet, Virendra Dayal. 

A Muslim group that rebelled 
against the Iraqi government con- 
demned the United Nations Fri- 
day for ordering Baghdad but not 
Israel to scrap weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The Islamic Dawa Party said 
the terms for a permanent Gulf 
ceasefire passed by the Security 
Council “carried more injustice 
to Iraq's people, future genera- 
tions and national sovereignty.” 

Dawa, a party of Shiite fun- 
damentalists. took part in unsuc- 
cessful post-war rebellions in 
towns and cities of southern Iraq. 

"Singling out Iraq by this re- 
solution. whatever the reasons, is 
rejected because of the grave 
dangers that will result for the 
security and sovereignty of Iraq 
and the region and because it 
creates strategic disequilibrium 
favouring Israel," it said. 


Text of U.N. resolution on Iraqi rebellion 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Following is the text of Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 688 on 
the plight of refugees in Iraq. 

The Security Council. 

Mindful of its duties and its 
responsibilities under the char- 
ter of the United Nations for 
the maintenance of interna- 
tional peace and security. 

Recalling Article 2, Para- 
graph 7 of the Charter of the 
United Nations. 

Gravely concerned by the 
repression of the Iraq civilian 
population in many parts of 
Iraq, including most recently in 
Kurdish populated areas which 
led to a massive flow of re- 
fugees towards and across in- 
ternational frontiers and to 
cross border incursions, which 
threaten international peace 
and security in the region. 

Deeply disturbed by the 
magnitude of the human suf- 


fering involved. 

Taking note of the letters 
sent by the representatives of 
Turkey and France to the Un- 
ited Nations dated 2 April 1991 
and 4 April 1991, respectively. 
(S/22435 and S/22442). 

Taking not also of the letters 
sent by "the permanent repre- 
sentative of the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran to the United Nations 
dated 3 and 4 April 1991, 
respectively (S/22436 and S / 
22447), 

Reaffirming the commit- 
ment of all member states to 
the sovereignty, territorial in- 
tegrity and political independ- 
ence of Iraq and of all states in 
the area. 

Bearing in mind the secret- 
ary-general's report of 20 
March 1991 (S/22366). 

1. Condemns the repression 
of the Iraqi civilian population 
in many parts of Iraq, includ- 


ing most recently in Kurdish - 
populated areas, the consequ- 
ences of which threaten inter- 
national peace and security in 
the region; 

2. Demands that Iraq, as a 
contribution to removing the 
threat to international peace and 
security in the region, immediate- 
ly end this repression and ex- 
pressing the hope in the same 
context that an open dialogue will 
take place to ensure that the 
human and political rights of all 
Iraqi dozens are respected; 

3. Insists that Iraq allow im- 
mediate access by international 
humanitarian organisations to 
all those in need of assistance 
in all parts of Iraq and to make 
availabe all necessary facilities 
for their operations; 

4. Requests the secretary- 
general to pursue this huma- 
nitarian efforts in Iraq and to 
report forthwith, if appropriate 


on the basis of a further mis- 
sion to the region, on the plight 
of the Iraqi civilian population, 
and in particular the Kurdish 
population, suffering from the 
repression in all its forms in- 
flicted by the Iraqi authorities; 

5. Requests further the 
secretary-general to use all the 
resources at his disposal, in- 
cluding those of the relevant 
United Nations agencies, to 
address urgently the critical 
needs of the refugees and dis- 
placed Iraqi population; 

6. Appeals to all member 
states and to all humanitarian 
organisations to contribute to 
these humanitarian relief 
efforts; 

7. Demands that Iraq 
cooperate with the secretary- 
general to these ends; 

8. Derides to remain seized 
of the matter. 


Kuwaiti military releases prisoner list 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — 
Kuwait's military has released a 
list of 547 prisoners but acknow- 
ledges that as many as 400 more 
could be held in ad hoc prisons 
manned by vigilantes, resistance 
cells or rogue elements of 
Kuwait's army, a U.S. army civil 
affairs commander said Friday. 

Under intense pressure from 
the United States, the army has 
also agreed to move the prison- 
ers, housed in a building meant 
for 75 people, to a bigger jail, 
said Colonel Ron Smith, com- 
mander of the Kuwaiti task force 
under the 352nd civil affairs com- 
mand. 

Col. Smith said U.S. requests 
to allow defence lawyers and 
family members to visit the de- 
laines have yet to be acted on. 

Col. Smith's announcement 
was the first official confirmation 
that the military is holding hun- 
dreds of prisoners, suspected of 
collaborating with the Iraqi army 
during its seven-month occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. He quoted milit- 
ary officials as saying as many as 
400 other people were being held 
in schools, jails and private 
houses. 

Middle East Watch, a New 
York-based human rights 
groups, said late last month that 
Kuwait was holding 2,000 prison- 
ers but that some were being 


released. 

Most of the prisoners are be- 
lieved to be Palestinians, sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
Iraq's army. Western diplomats 
say many of the prisoners are 
being held illegally and that the 
army does not have sufficient 
proof to try them. 

A prosecutor with the Ministry 
of Justice, A wad Al Ess a, ack- 
nowledged Thursday that his 
ministry had urged the military to 
release some men because they 
lacked evidence. Mr. Essa said 
the military has handed informa- 
tion about 100 detainees over to 
prosecutors who are preparing 
cases against the prisoners. 

The crimes involved are mur- 
der. burglary, rape and other 
violent offences, he said. Trials 
could begin in late April, but.like 
many things in Kuwait are subject 
to delay, he said. 

Col. Smith said Kuwait's army 
also agreed to transfer responsi- 
bility for the detainees to the 
Ministry of Justice, another key 
U.S. demand. 

"This could further limit 
abuses, we hope,” Col. Smith 
said, “because prisoners will be 
out of the hands of untrained 
soldiers." 

Most of Kuwait's soldiers on 
the street have a week’s training. 


U.S. speeds up its 
troop redeployments 


RIYADH (AP) — The United 
States is speeding up its troop 
withdrawals from the Gulf re- 
gion. Two more Americans pat- 
rolling the demarcation line in 
southern Iraq died in a helicopter 
crash Friday. 

Military sources said advance 
elements of two major headquar- 
ters, General H. Norman 
Schwarzkopfs central command 
and the army central command, 
were planning to leave by the end 
of the month. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf would go 
back to the central command’s 
headquarters in Tampa, Florida, 
leaving behind a deputy, LL- 
Gen. William G. Pagonis, a supp- 
ly expert, to oversee the return of 
equipment. The army central 
command would return to Fort 
McPherson, Georgia, where it is 
designated the Third Army. 

The Tiger Brigade of 3,000 
army troops began preparing for 
the return to Fort Hood, Texas, 
to rejoin the First Calvary Divi- 
sion, military sources said. The 
sources said the army alone was 
moving ont more than 3,000 
troops a day. 

“We have a plan that calls for 
deploying greater numbers in the 
future," one source said. 

More than 175,000 American 
troops have been redeployed and 
about 365,000 remain. That’s 
more than 30 per cent of the 
540,000 who were in the Gulf at 
peak strength. 

The command gave this break- 
down by service of troops with- 
drawn: Army 58,000; air force 


32,500; navy 42,500; marines 
42,000. 

But as long as troops are still in 
the theatre, the after-effects of 
war and the occupation of south- 
ern Iraq still exact a toll. 

Two crew members were killed 
Friday when a U.S. army CH- 
58C Kiowa scout helicopter 
crashed while on a reconnaiss- 
ance mission over southern Iraq. 
Military officials were investigat- 
ing the cause of the crash but they 
ruled out Iraqi fire. 

Names of the two crew mem- 
bers were withheld pending noti- 
fication of relatives. They were 
operating out of the VII Corps. 

About 100,000 U.S. troops 
from the VII Corps remain in 
southern Iraq awaiting Baghdad 
response to a United Nations 
resolution calling for a ceasefire 
and a U.N. peacekeeping force to 
replace the Americans. 

Earlier this week, two soldiers 
from the Third Armoured Divi- 
sion were killed by cluster bomb- 
lets littering the battlefields. 

U.S. non-combat deaths now 
almost match the number of 
Americans killed in action in the 
Gulf war. U.S. figures show 113 
non -com bat deaths compared 
with 141 Americans killed in ac- 
tion. 

Gen. Colin Powell, the chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said Thursday it could take more 
than a month to withdraw all 
U.S. ground troops from south- 
ern Iraq once Baghdad agrees to 
the ceasefire terms and the U.N. 
peacekeeping force is brought in. 


he said. 

Soon after Feb. 27, gangs of 
armed Kuwaiti men roamed the 
city, picking up Palestinians and 
sometimes killing them. 

He said that since mid-March, 
after intensive U.S. pressure on 
the Kuwait goverment to stop 
such abuses,” “It appears that the 
heatings are slowing down." 

“But after I leave they could 
turn right around and do whatev- 
er they want," said Col. Smith, a 
reservist from Stafford, Virginia, 
who is a former prosecutor and 
now a lawyer for the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. 

Col. Smith and most of his 
command, which is the American 
unit that works closest with 
Kuwait's police, is set to leave 
next week. 

The list, which was given to 
American forces on Tuesday, in- 
cluded 10-12 Iraqi soldiers, the 
colonel said. 

Kuwait, as a member of the 
coalition forces, should not be 
holding Iraqi soldiers prisoner. 
Under a coalition agreement, 
Saudi Arabia is supposed to keep 
custody of captured Iraqi sol- 
diers. 

Col. Smith said the Kuwait 
army had assured him that the 
Iraqis had been sent to Saudi 
Arabia, but he had no confirma- 


tion. 

The colonel said the Kuwaiti 
list had not been provided to the 
public. Every day at police sta- 
tions throughout Kuwait, women 
search for husbands, sons and 
brothers but get little help from 
Kuwaiti security forces. 

Palestinians now rely on the 
Americans for information about 
their relatives. Col. Smith said. 

“I can urge, I can cajole, I can 
tell them (the Kuwaitis) to open 
up, bnt if they don’t follow my 
advice that's their problem,” he 
said. 

Col. Smith said he was allowed 
to visit the military jail bousing 
the 547 men and found it to be 
“extremely crowded.” 

“There was sitting room only." 
he said. 

He said Kuwaiti officials^ 
assured him the men were getting' 
food, water and exercise and 
were not getting beaten. 

He said he did not talk to any 
prisoners. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross began to visit 
the prisoners, following its man- 
date under the Geneva conven- 
tion, on March 23. according to 
Walter Stocker, head of the 
ICRCs delegation to Kuwait. 

He refused to provide details of 
the prisoners’ treatment. 


‘Silent majority’ of Pakistan 
backed Gulf front — envoy 


WASHINGTON ’ (AP) — 
Pakistan's “silent majority’’ back- 
ed the U.S. -led coalition in the 
Gulf war, despite many popular 
demonstrations favouring Iraq, 
says the country's ambassador to 
Washington. 

Ambassador Najimuddin 
Sheikh also acknowledged that 
the bulk of Western aid to 
Afghan guerrillas based in Pakis- 
tan was no longer going to the 
fundamentalist group headed by 
Gulbaddin Hekmatyar. who dur- 
ing the Gulf conflict denounced 
the U.S.-led coalition against 
Iraq. The guerrillas seek to oust 
the communist government in 
Kabul. 

Mr. Sheikh spoke in a Thurs- 
day night speech to the Asia 
Society, a private group which 
promotes good relations be- 
tween the United States and 
Asian nations. 

Mr. Sheikh also sought to ex- 
plain reported pro-Iraqi state- 
ments in January by General 
Mirza Aslam Beg, the Pakistan 
army chief. 

Gen. Beg was quoted as saying 
that despite the presence of 
10,000 Pakistani soldiers in Saudi 
Arabia. Pakistan was neutral and 
'people regarded Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein as a defender of 
the Muslim cause and target of an 
“American-Zionist conspiracy.” 

The ambassador said Gen. Beg 
was in a private exchange with 
senior officers that was not meant 
"to emerge in the press." 

Mr. Sheikh sa.id Pakistani sup- 
port of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
was a logical, pragmatic policy for 
Pakistan, which as a country sur- 


rounded by powerful neighbours, 
would sympathise with the “vic- 
tim of aggression." 

The pro-Iraq demonstrations, 
he asserted, were the work of 
“vocal minorities” with help from 
Iraqi diplomats in Pakistan. 
Another factor, he said was the 
contradiction of the international 
community supporting the cause 
of Kuwait based on “high moral 
principles" which were not, 
however, applied to causes of the 
Palestinians or the Kashmiri 
separatists in India. 

Once Iraq faced the massed 
military might of the U.S.-led 
coalition, it got some Pakistani 
support because it was an under- 
dog. the ambassador added. 

• 

Suggesting continued rough re- 
lations with the United States, 
Mr. Sheikh said Washington 
should avoid poisoning overall bi- 
lateral ties by “singling out" 
Pakistan in its campaign against 
the spread of atomic weapons. 

While the two countries try to 
work out disagreements about 
Pakistan's nuclear programme, 
there are other issues on which 
they can cooperate, he said. 

President George Bush in 
September withheld the annual 
certification that Pakistan does 
not possess a nuclear explosive 
device, triggering suspension of 
aid to Pakistan, as required by 
U.S. law. 7 

He said the cutoff cost Pakistan 
S576 million in assistance but the 
two countries continue to discuss 
the issue. Since last year, neither 
had indicated much prospect of a 
settlement. 
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CHURCHES 

St- Mary of Nazareth Gmvfc Sweificb 
Tel. 610740 

Assemblies of God Church, Td. 

6327RS. 

St, Joarpti Church Td. 624540. 
Church of the Ann a Delation Td. 

637440 

De h Salk Church Td. 661757 
Temsauta Church TcL 622366 
Church of the AunuadoUpu Td. 
6=3541. 

Angttcaa Cbareh Tel. 625383, Td. 


628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

AraeaUu Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Cfanreh Td. 771751. 
Amman Interna dona! Chinch Td. 

685326- 

EnngeBeal Lutheran Church Td: 
811295- 

The Church of Jtmm Christ of Latter- 
Day Saiutf Td. 815817, 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Another rise in temper a tores wiD 
take place and winds wtfl be south- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
win be northerly moderate and teas 
calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


MIil/uujl temp. 

Amman 10 / 21 

Aqaba 17/30 

Desera .. 8/24 

Ionian Valley 1S/2S 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 18. Aqaba 27. Humidity readings: 
Amman 59 per cent, Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN; 


Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairtokh pharmacy 623672 

Al Solam pharmacy 636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

S hm c g& m pharmacy ............. 637660 


IRBHh 

Dr. 1 infi Yassin ....... 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy . 


(-) 

275825 


ZARQA- 

Dr.Mua.Taha Oddi (— ) 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 

emergencies 


777636 



846070 

Food Control Centre 

... 637111 

776751 

Gvil Defence Department ... 

... 661111 

624830 

Civil Defence Immrrfiafr 


661912 


...630341 


Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192, 621111, 6 3/ 777 

Fire Brigade... — — 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Prime 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 

Pabfc Security Department 6 30321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Co mplaint s 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory aaostanee) ............. 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs ..... 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority - <80100 


Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Becmc Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information ......... 08-53200 

Qneen Aba IntL Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hnssein MetSed Centre 813813/32 

KhaM Maternity. J. Anm ... 644281/6 
Akfleh Matenritf, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

JataaJ Amman Maternity 642362 

Mathas.1. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisaqj 664171/4 

Staneaam Hospital 669131 

Univasiiy Hospital 845845 

Al-Mnasher Hospital ......... 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaK 666127/37 

Al-AMi, Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 


Al- Bashir, J. AsfaraSeh 775111/25 

I ?£ rta 89161 1/15 

Qneen Ana Hospital 60224/Wi 

sssr* ” 

(09)983323 

2ai£ National Hospital .. (09)991071 
ggS^Hospnal (09)986732 

*KteS3B-agS 

AQ^ rf ^ Hwpi ^ WwTMQ 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET prices 


frpptotewerp 
Apple 


Bwiiia (Mnkuunar) 
Beam 


“ A* per kg. 

850/750 

500/450 

450 / 400 

650 / 550 


140/100 

S^^fVse) 200/150 

*^ annbc «l*niall) 380/320 

1000 / 900 



rS™./ 300/250 

{ff* fosr one) 150/100 

200/150 

400/350 

S5°“f < * r 7)-- 300/250 

280/200 

720/650 

240/180 

Tonia,0 « 400/320 
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Japanese agency to 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Munster of 
Planning Khaled Amin Abdullah 
said Saturdy that the Japanese 
International Cooperation Agen- 
cy (JICA) would soon open a 
regional office in Amman to 
serve Jordan and other Arab 
countries. 

The ministers tpld the Jordan 
Tunes that JICA would provide 
experts, technical aid and scho- 
larships benefitnng the Arab 
World and Jordan. 

The minister said, he discussed 
with the resident representative 
of the Japanese agency, Tioshi 
Mirakawa die agency's opera- 
tions which, among other things, 
will provide equipment and other 
in-kind assistance to the King- 
dom. 

Dr. Abdullah said that the 
agency's operations constituted 
one of the various topics he had 
discussed with the Japanese gov- 
ernment officials during his trip 
to Japan, in addition to die direct 
financial and technical assistance 
to Jordan to help the country 
( overcome part of the adverse 


effects of the Gulf war. 

In another development, Dr. 
Abdallah Saturday discussed with 
China's Ambassador here Zhang 
Liang the agenda of a joint 
Jordanian-Chinese committee 
meeting which will convene in 
Amman later this month. 

The agenda contains numerous 
topics, including Chinese- 
Jordanian trade links, according 
to Ministry of Planning sources. 

They said that Jordan's phos- 
phates exports to China and bi- 
lateral cooperation between the 
two countries in technical coop- 
eration were also reviewed. 

According to the ministry 
sources, ways for adjusting the 
Chinese- Jordanian trade balance, 
which is now in favour of China 
and means of benefitting from- 
China's S10 million loan to Jor- 
dan, will be discussed at the 
coming meeting, expected in the 
last third of this month. 

The joint committee groups 
representatives of the private and 
public sectors in China and Jor- 
dan. 


ICRC expresses deep 
concern over health 


situation in Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Workers em- 
ployed by the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC), at the 
mines of Ruseifeh and Shidieh, 
Saturday dispatched the fifth con- 
voy of trucks with relief supplies 
to Iraq. 

A spokesman for the workers’ 
trade union said that the trucks 
were carrying food supplies, 
milk, cooking oil and a power 
generator. 

He said that a team, represent- 
ing the union, led by Mr. Khaled 
Shriem accompanies the convoy 
to hold contacts with trade union- 
ists and officials in Baghdad and 
other cities. The team is to assess 
other needs of the Iraqi people 
like technicians and skilled work- 
ers, so that some of them can be 
recruited and sent over to Bagh- 
dad to help out in the reconstruc- 
tion process. 

Meanwhile, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) announced Saturday that 
it had arranged for its 12tb con- 
voy to leave Amman for Baghdad 
Sunday, carrying 41 tonnes, of 
sanitation materials, 20 tonnes of 
diesel fuel and 5 tonnes of gaso- 
line. 

An ICRC statement said that 
11 ICRC personnel, including 
four Austrian Red Cross volun- 
teers, would go to the Iraqi capit- 
_ al as well. 

ICRC’s 10th convoy which left 
Satuday, carried further amounts 
of food supplies and medicine. 

So far, ICRC has sent 11 con- 
• voys of trucks since March 3, with 
‘ 195 vehicles. They delivered 
2.072 tonnes of food, wheat floor, 
rice, lentils, tinned fish and 
cheese, sugar, tea, baby food, 
and salt in addition to 2S6 tonnes 
of fuel, 112 tonnes of medical 
supplies, 215 tonnes of sanitation 
and relief materials like tents, 
blankets. 

“Altogether 2,700 tonnes have 
been sent .from Amman, the 
statement added." 

It said that the World Food 
Pm gramme (WFP) had donated t 
some 1,700 tonnes of food, but’ 
the rest of the goods and equip- 
ment were donated by various 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
societies around the world. 

It also said that the Morocan 
Red Crescent Society had sent 94 
medical personnel to work in 
- Iraqi hospitals. 

According to the ICRC state- 
ment, more iban 50 ICRC ex- 
patriates are now working in 
Iraq, including ICRC delegates, 
physicians, sanitation engineers, 
pharmacists, logisticians, admi- 
nistrators, together with a large ' 
number of Jocal employees who 
have been engaged to do various 
types of work. 


Libyan trade 
team tours Zarqa 


ZARQA (J.T.) — A visiting 
Libyan trade and economic team 
Saturday visited Zarqa and met 
• with the president and members 
of the board of the city’s chamber 
of trade to discuss trade issues. 

The team, led by Saleh A1 
Sbeikhi, met with chamber Presi- 
dent Ibrahim Takieddin who 
briefed the team members on 
industries within the Zarqa Gov- 
ernorate. 

He. said that there are 1,122 
industrial businesses in Zarqa and 
said they would be willing to 
cooperate in trade exchange with 
Libya. 

The team, which is spending several 
days in Jordan, has had meetings 
\ with officials at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade and the Am- 
man chambers of industry and 
commerce to discuss bilateral 
trade. 


. The Amman office, of the 
ICRC has meanwhile received a 
statement from the Geneva head- 


quarters expressing grave con- 
cern over the effects of the Gulf 
conflict on civilian population. 

Following is the text of the 
statement: 

While political efforts to 
achieve a lasting ceasefire in the 
Middle East continue, the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) notes with deep 
concern the worsening plight of 
civilians throughout Iraq. 

In the south, where die ICRC 
has opened a sub-delegation at 
Basra, there are dear warning 
signs of a public health catas- - 
tropfae of imm ense proportions 
dne to the drastic shortage of safe 
drinking water. ICRC delegates 
report that the inddence of di- 
arrhoea among children has dra- 
matically increased, often result- 
ing in death within a few hours. 

The risk of epidemics increases 
daily as temperatures rise, and 
beyond the work already accom- 
plished by the ICRC in purifying 
water in Baghdad and other dries 
far greater means must be mobil- 
ised urgently by the international 
community in order to prevent 
the situation developing into a 
long-term disaster. 

In northern Iraq the internal 
conflict that has developed in the 
past few weeks brought added 
hardship to the civilian popula- 
tion. The ICRC, on the basis of 
its mandate and of the Geneva 
Conventions, is sending a team of 
delegates to the north to assess 
the situation and to look into the 
fate of prisoners captured in the 
area. Meanwhile, the ICRC is 
taking steps to provide impartial 
assistance as quickly as possible 
to those in need. 

In view of the pressing need for 
action, the ICRC calls upon all 
the authorities concerned to per- 
mit the free flow of humanitarian 
aid and to adopt measures re- 
garding the victims that are com- 
patible with established norms of 
humanitarian behaviour. 



Islamic Investment 
House ordered liquidates! 


Discharging phosphate from trucks on tipping platform of Aqaba Port (file photo) 


Company complains of negative 
effects of law on its performance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 1990 
annual report of the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company (JPMC) 
focuses attention on the danger of 
heavy losses that are inflicted on 
the company by the application of 
the axial weights law which took 
effect at the start of 1991. 

According to the report the law 
reduces by half the total capacity 
of phosphate carried by trucks 
from the mines, located mainly m 
southern Jordan, to the port city 
of Aqaba for export. 

“The transportation of phos- 
phate is directly affected by the 
law because it is mostly done by 
trucks which can only take on 28 
tonnes each, down from 50 ton- 
nes before the application of the 
law, said the report. 

The extra cost of hiring more 
trucks to carry the phosphate, 
together with the 3C0 fils a tonne 
increase which was recently intro- 
duced on transporting the phos- 
phate by rail, is bound to deal 
with a heavy blow to JPMC’s 
operations, whidi is detrimental 
to the country's economy, said 
the statement. 

JPMC last year reported a de- 
cline in its sales and profits, large- 
ly due to the Gulf crisis. The 
annual report said that JPMC 
1990 sales amounted to JD 232.5 . 
million, down from JD 247.S 


million in 1989. 

If the present law continues to 
be enforced, the company is 
bound to suffer further decline in 
profits, according to the report. 

The company's managing 
Director Wasef Azar was quoted 
as saying that the Kingdom does 
not have sufficient numbers of 
trucks to cany the phosphate and 
that Hittieh-Aqaba railway is not 
in a position to provide trans- 
portation facilities to bridge the 

gap- 


“Tie JPMC used to benefit 
from the trucks, that used to head 
for Aqaba to bring goods, by 
loading them with phosphate to 
the port dty, but the trucks, 
owners are now shunning phos- 
phate and less trucks are avail- 
able to take the phosphate to the 
port," Mr. Azar said. The axial 
law was introduced for two pur- 
poses, according to the Ministry 
of Public Works: to reduce the 
damages caused to the roads by 
the heavy loads of trucks, and to 
give chance to work to many 
other trucks lying idle due to lack 
of transportation operations with 
Iraq and the Gulf. 


In January, when the the axial 
weights law went into effect, the 
workers and - truck owners in- 
volved in the phosphate trans- 


portation operations sent cables 
of protest to the government 
urging a cancellation of the law 
which, they said, was bound to 
cause extra operational cost, 
which, in turn, would have 
adverse consequences on the 
national economy. 

Most of the phosphate is being 
mined at the Shidieh Abiad and 
Hasa mines in southern Jordan. 

In view of the shortage of 
means of transportation, to cany 
of phosphate, the JPMC fears 
that it would not be able to 
honour its commitments and ex- 
port the required quantities of 
phosphate. 

Mr. Azar earlier sent a memor- 
andum to Prime Minister Mudar 
Bad ran pointing out the difficul- 
ties the new law has been causing 
to the company which is the 
major foreign currency earner for 
the Kingdom. 

He said in his memorandum 
that trucks carrying phosphate to 
Aqaba should be exempted from 
the law. 

According to the JPMC annual 
report, the Gulf crisis increased 
the negative performance of the 
company due to the harassment 
of vessels at Aqaba by the U.S. 
and other allied naval ships and 
also due to the surehage insur- 
ance cost 


Local firm wins housing contract 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A local firm 
Saturday won a contract from the 
Urban Development Department 
(UDD) to build a site for a 
housing estate which will be set 
up on 98 dunums plot of land 
totalling 39,600 square metres in 
area. 

In accordance with the agree- 
ment, signed by UDD acting 
Director General Yusef Hiyasat 
and the firm’s managing director, 
the project entails laying a road 
network totalling 13,345 square 
metres in area and a water net- 
work of 1,800 metres in length. 

The estate will be set up in the 
course of the UDD's third urban 
development scheme which aims 
at building homes for limited 
income people who have not so 
far benefited from other housing 
schemes in the country. 


Mr. Hiyasat said that the 
estate, for which the infrastruc- 
ture will be finished in May 1992, 
was to be set up in Hamlau 
region, within the boundaries of 
the Greater Amman area. 

Mr. Hiyasat said that the local 
firm would also build a sewerage 
network of 2,000 metres in length 
and a canal of 190 metres in 
length, to drain away rain water 
as well as retaining walls- and 
create green areas within the rite. 

In addition, Mr. Hiyasat said, 
the local firm will prepare the 
civil works for telephone and 
electricity networks. The firm will 
also set op a buflding to serve as 
a vocational training centre for 
women, consisting of two storeys 
with a total area of 260 square 
metres, set up on a plot of land 
800 square metres in area. 


The UDD has been com- 
plementing the work of the Hous- 
ing Corporation in Jordan to cre- 
ate new homes and housing 
estates for limited income groups. 


According to statistical figures 
released by the Housing Corpora- 
tion over the past few years, 
Jordan is in need of 18,000 hous- 
ing units each year, for several 
years to come, largely dne to the 
growth of population which now 
stands at four per cent annually. 
Translated into figures this is 
almost 120,000 people, 1 statistics 
say. 


According to economists, the 
devaluation of the dinar, which 
has been estimated at 40 per cent 
since 1988, has encouraged 
Jordanian expatriates to buy 
houses and lands. 


By F.V. Vfrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) has ordered the 
liquidation of the Islamic Invest- 
ment House after an intense four- 
year effort to salvage the totter- 
ing institution, banking sources 
said Saturday. 

‘It is too early to determine the 
bankruptcy value of the bank, but 
the total amount lost could not be 
less than JD 5 to JD 6 million," 
said one of the sources. 


major shareholders were the Jor- 
dan Engineers Association, the 
Orphans' Fund and another lead- 
ing Jordanian coniine rical bank 
— were unsuccessful, and hence 
the CBJ order to liquidate the 
original institution as well as the ' 
National Islamic Bank. 


The government took over the 
Islamic Investment House, whidi 
was established in 1981 in line 
with the then prevailing trend to 
adopt Islamic principles in bank- 
ing, after finding the financial 
situation of the institution in trou- 
ble and what an economic analyst 
described as the dubious nature 
of its dealings- 

A management committee was 
appointed, with Leith Shbeilat as 
chairman, to supervise the affairs 
of the institution, and then, in 
line with the recommendation of 
the committee, the central bank 
created a new entity, the National 
Islamic Bank, to rake control of 
the affairs of the Islamic Invest- 
ment House and put it back on 
track. In addition, the Central 
Bank also pumped in about JD 4 
milli on to stabilise the troubled 
affairs of the investment house. It 
was expected last year that the 
National Islamic Bank would for- 
mally start functioning in early 
1991, a banking official sJd. 

However, it became apparent 
earlier this year that efforts of the 
National Islamic Bank — whose 


“The problem was mud) bigger 
than orginally thought, and un- 
less the National Islamic Bank 
was ready to underwrite a heavy 
loss there was no way the I s l ami c 
Investment House could be sal- 
vaged," said a banker. 

The losses of the shareholders 
of the National Islamic Bank 
could be counted “in a few hun- 
dred thousand dinars" — mainly 
operative expenses — but the 
depositors and shareholders of 
the Islamic Investment House 
stand to lose perhaps as much as 
50 per cent of their investment, a 
prominent economist told the 
Jordan Times. 


dined to JD 0.640 in 1986 from 
JD 1.050 in 1985, JD 1.160 in 
1984, JD 1340 in 1983 and JD 
1.430 in 1982. 

Total deposits ax the bank 
stood at JD 11.67 million at the 
end of 1985 , up from JD 6.613 
million in 1984, JD 3304 million 
in 1983 and 729.971 in 1982. But 
net profits plunged to JD 83,216 
in 1985 from JD 588,678 in 1984, 
JD 631,535 in 1983 and JD 
403311 in 1982. No divided was 
paid in 1985. 


Total liabilities were put at JD 
17.966 million, but only less than 
25 per cent of it in shareholders’ 
equity — JD 4.214 million. This 
in itself is seen as the key to the 
massive losses the institution suf- 
fered as a result-of what banking 
circles describe as gross misman- 


Central Rank officials were not 
immediately available for com- 
ment on the situation. But bank- 
ing officials confirmed that the 
Central Bank had appointed a 
liquidation committee to super- 
vise the winding up of the Islamic 
Investment Honse. 

According to the annual report 
of the Amman Financial Market, 
the Islamic Investment Honse 
had a paid-up capital of JD 3.853 
mil Kra i — 74.38 per cent owned 
by individuals, 21.95 per cent by 
companies and 3.635 by public 
institutions — as of Jan. 31. 1985. 
No figures are available since then. 

The report indicates that the 
' market value of the JD 1 share of 
the Islamic Investment Honse de- 


agement. 

Simultaneous with the takeov- 
er of the Islamic Investment 
House in 1986, legal proceedings 
were also launched against some 
of its senior officials. Some of 
them were found guilty of embez- 
zlement and sentenced to serve 
terms in jail. 


“There were gross misapprop- 
riations of funds, embezzlement 
and violations of banking prac- 
tices and regulations," said a 
senior banking executive familiar 
with the case. 

“Some of the officials were 
found to have accepted deposits 
without interest, in line with the 
Islamic tradition, only to retend 
the money on interest for person- 
al gains, "said the executive. “But 
then that is only the tip of the 
iceberg." 


U.N. envoy’s report on 


Iraq depicts bleak situation 


By Serene Hafasa 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Under-secretary- 
general of the United Nations, 
Martti Ahtisaari, was scheduled 
to present the first international 
appeal for urgent h umanitarian 
aid to Iraq in the aftermath of the 
Golf war on Thursday and Fri- 
day, according to United Nations 
children’s. Fund (UNICEF) 
sources in Jordan. “ 

Mr. Ahtisaari, special envoy of 
Secretary General of the United 
Nations Perez de Cuellar, visited 
both Iraq and Kuwait. In his 
report, that was submitted to Mr. 
de Cuellar, Mr. Ahtisaari de- 
scribed the situation of the war- 
tom country after inspecting all 
walks of life there. 

“The Iraqi authorities were ful- 


ly cooperative in regard to the 
activities of five specialist groups. 
These dealt with food and agri- 
culture, water, sanitation, health, 
transportation and communica- 
tions, energy and refugees and 
other vulnerable groups," Ahti- 
saari’s report read. 


In his report Ahtisaari also 
wrote: “Iraq has, for some time 
to come, been relegated .to a 
pre-industrial age, but with all the 
disabilities of post-industrial de- 
pendency on an intensive ^usei of 
energy and technology." 


The under-secretary also de- 
scribed the deteriorating health 
conditions in Iraq and warned of 
the widespread of epidemics. He 
also cited the large number of 
diarrhoea-infected children who 
were eventually dying because of 


drinking polluted water and not 
having a proper diet. 

In the report Mr. Ahtisaari also 
presented a set of recommenda- 
tions regarding water, sanitation 
and health conditions in Iraq. 
These recommendations include 
allowing chemicals necessary to 
purify drinking water into Iraq, 
and using fuel in order to start up 
generators used for pumping wa- 
ter. 

“As for sanitation needs, these 
include feel and spare parts for 
garage coflection trucks as well 
as insecticides, fuel and spare 
parts for the sewage disposal sys- 
tem,” the report also read. 

The report called for urgent 
medical support including vac- 
cines, and stressed the need for 
fuel to operate generators and 
communications systems. 


Minister visits Balqa governorate 


SALT (Petra) — Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Daoud 
Khalaf visited Saturday A1 Balqa 
Governorate where he met with 
Balqa Governor Faleh A1 Ghar- 
aibeh. ' 

Mr. Khalaf and Mr. Gbaraibeh 
discussed the 'touristic and 
archaeological situation in the 
governorate and issues related to 
renovating archaeological sites 
and developing the tourism sector 
in the governorate. 

The minister also visited A1 


Salt city in the governorate and 
met with its Mayor Abdul Razzaq 
Ensour, director general of the 
Antiquities Department, and A1 
Salt Antiquities Department 
director, in the presence of Mr. 
Gbaraibeh. 

Mr. Khalaf discussed with the 
officials issues of interest to the 
tourism sector in the governorate 
and ways to coordinate efforts 
between the minis tr y and the 
governorate, on the one hand, A1 
Salt dty and Balqa Antiquities 


Department on the other in re- 
novating Touqan archaeological 
buflding which will be converted 
into an archaeological gallery. 

The minister then toured Jal'ad 
region and visited its ancient mos- 
que which was restored and reno- 
vated by the munstry. 

He also visited the antiquities 
and tourism offices in tfae gov- 
ernorate and the traditional 
handicrafts developing centre, 
the Antiquities Museum and the 
Cultural Centre in A1 Salt dty. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

fc^TEL. 604676 604696 
I Y>S>^ P.O.BOX 7806 
ffTA 'Q . AM wan 




4 Rent S- Sale 

Many villas and apartments] 
are available for rent and| 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

lAbdoim 


Estate 


R e a^l 


[Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 


RENT 

Sandi Real Estate 


00£j0Q 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


STUDIO HAIG 


\ 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servick 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:-' 


• JUMBO photo 
sfzt 30% larger 

* Free enlargm- 
mmnt 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 


Swefieh tel: 823891 




Amman’s 

^exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes,Iighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 

porcelain, 

-crystalware etc. 


YOUR ONLY WAY 
|For Your First Class Cargo) 
Our Fast Class Service 


■ ■ — ; — ■■ II 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg, 
Tel. 669 457 


W & 


§@&L@ngAflr Cargo Specialists 


Can Now: 819560-819690 
Fax : 9626-819683 
Tlx : 221Q0ZWA JO 
*“ OR 

Write To: P.O.Box 12 
w ' AMMAN -JORDAN 


FOR RENT at 


jmntierira 


Apartments, villas 
& semi villas 

You’ll like our service 

Just call 835859 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

Takaamvylmi 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6 : 30 -Midnight 

Tet.$3896$ 



/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 







FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

| After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


77k? Regency Palace Hold 


PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 

% 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


room...! 


ItiVIMITEL 

lU2<|ljl= 


Amman - Tel. 6681 93 
P.O.' Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


RCIENA jr 
1 - - 





f./i 
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"The Rozena Restaurant 7 < 

Is open during Ramadan for the 
^ ? , '.'ffemadan Iftar '> ^ 
& its normal dinner service 

Tel: 613572 
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The first rule 


THE NOMINATION of Dr. Esmat Abdul Megnid, the 
Egyptian foreign minister, to the post of the Arab League's 
secretary general is not exactly the best present that Egypt 
could give to boost joint Arab action in the post Golf war 
era. With due respect to the honourable gentleman's 
credentials and abilities, his nomination to the post symbol- 
ises more the old Arab ways of doing thing s than the new 
outlook that our leaders should have in order to open a new 
page in our political history. Gone should be the days when 
an Arab League that is based in Cairo should draw a 
secretary general who is also Egyptian. The world has 
dunged about us. The European presidency rotates among 
the members periodically, and the smallest of member 
nations in the EC get a chance to assume a responsibility 
similar to that of all the bigger states. Lnxemborg, tiny as it 
is, is now president of the European Community, which 
includes powers as big as France, Britain and Germany. 
And everybody seems to be happy with the arrangement, 
probably also because the commissioner does not always 
have to be French. 

In the post Gulf war Arab World, there should be an 
attempt to change our old ways which have brought us to 
where we are today. Just because Egypt is the biggest Arab 
country does not mean that the Arab League has to be based 
in Cairo; and if this is the case today, its secretary general 
does not have to be Egyptian like in days past. 

We are confronted with new challenges that can only be 
faced by a fresh approach based on the new facts of life that 
we have. These fads call for bunding an Arab order, more 
solid and more honest and more tasting than the old one. We 
cannot afford to bury our heads in the sand and wish our 
problems away. The old Arab order foiled to address 
common Arab action in its purest and most productive, 
forms. It has led us to disunity and catastrophe. We cannot 
therefore go back to it without proper assessment and 
through evaluation of where we went wrong and why. 

While this latter process will have to be carried out 
patiently and meticulously, we should not go about it by 
indulging in the same old methods that we employed before. 
The substance as well as the form have got to change. 

Jordan, leadership and people, have never beeen against 
Arab consensus and accord, even in our darkest hours. But 
In light of what happened, there are lessons to be learned. 

Let ns start with the Arab League: its stmetnre, 
institutions and even procedures. They deserve to be looked 
upon with examining eye and critical appraoch. Nothing 
should be taken for granted. Antiquated, unworkable ways 
ought to be thrown out. 

The task ahead of ns is colossal. Putting our bouse in 
order takes precedence over everything else. Big should not 
dictate to small just because of its size. Rich should not bully 
poor because of its wealth. This should be the first rule. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily Saturday described the Security Council as 
an authority totally separate from the U.N. General Assembly, 
and a forum held under the total influence of the United States 
which exploits the U.N . Charter to fulfil the ambitious aims of the 
world powers regardless of the interests of the other nations of the 
world. The paper said that the world community in general and 
the Security Council in particular keep silent about the atrocities 
and the criminal actions committed by the Israeli authorities in 
the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Rafah, a dty in the 
Gaza Strip has lately witnessed violent dashes between the Israeli 
troops and the Palestinian people rising against occupation, with 
the result that many of the defenceless people were killed or 
wounded, the paper noted. It said as the resistance continues, 
counter Israeli measures are being taken like deportation of 
Palestinians, mass arrests and demolition of homes, while the 
world community is keeping silent and watching the crimes being 
committed. The paper said that the Security Council being 
absolutely a tool in the hands of the United States, is not lifting a 
finger to bring justice to the Palestinians and to save them from 
the atrocities. These developments and the general situation at 
the United Nations proves that there is no credibility at all in 
United States statements in which it has been bragging about its 
intentions of achieving peace and security in the region, the paper 
noted. Any talk about peace in the Middle East, said the paper, 
can have no meaning at all unless oppression against the 
Palestinians stops. 

A columnist in Sawt A1 Sbaab daily calls for a national conference 
to discuss the question of unemployment which, he says is causing 
real threat to society. Dr. Ahmad A1 Khatib notes that despite all 
measures taken so far there are 45.000 unemployed registered 
with the Civil Service Commission (CSC) and this is a very high 
figure for a small country like Jordan. I believe that the problem 
of unemployment in Jordan is partly due to lack of proper 
management and organisation, and the absence of a data bank 
which can gather information in detail about skilled and unskilled 
manpower in the country, and can control the flow into Jordan of 
non-Jordanians working for the private or the public sectors alike, 
the writer notes. By contrast, the writer says. Gulf countries have 
introduced strict measures aimed at gradually replacing foreign 
nationals with people from the Gulf states; and they control the 
flow of non Gulf nationals into their countries and are very careful 
about employment matters. Unemployment in Jordan can be 
curtailed by adopting similar measures, and by operating an 
efficient data bank and public administration system, he argues. 
The writer also notes that unemployment breeds crime of all 
types, and (he Jordanian society has lately witnessed the 
emergence of new, organised crime like robbery, embezzlement 
and assault on property. He also expresses the view that an 
unemployed person is exposed to all temptations, including 
crime. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked Al Fan ek 


Resolution 687 : Unfair and contradictory 


IF ARABS needed yet another evidence to convince them that 
Gulf War n was actually an American war waged against Iraq on 
the account of Israel, America provided that extra evidence in the 
form of the ugly and unfair conditions, imposed by the fourteenth 
••American” resolution, rubber stamped by the United Nations 
Security Counci! on April 3. The resolution made record in its 
length and complexity. Its contents contradicted the most basic 
principles of the sovereignty of member states in the United 
Nations. 

If the real objective of Gulf War n were the liberation of 
Kuwait from Iraqi occupation, why should Iraq give up its 
strategic weapons, which ironically were not used in the occupa- 
tion of Kuwait, but were used earlier for the protection of Kuwait 
and other Gulf states from the Iranian threat? The absence of 
Iraqi strategic weapons is a service to Israel and a disservice to the 
security and stability of the area. A weak Iraq is an invitation to 
chaos in the whole area when Israel, Iran and Turkey will attempt 
to undermine Arab national security and territorial integrity. 

Resolution 687 came in full contradiction with Resolution 660 
which called for resolving the disputes between Iraq and Kuwait 
through peaceful negotiations within the framework of Arab 
League. It contradicts Resolution 661 which imposed economic 


sanctions until Iraq unconditionally withdrew from Kuwait and 
not until Iraq gave up its weapons that could reach Israel; 
weapons that every country in the world is entitled to produce, 
buy and deploy, and which are actually acquired and deployed by 
Israel, Iran, Turkey, Syria and Saudi Arabia. It contradicts the 
very charter of the United Nations which vested the authority of 
resolving border disputes with the International Court of Justice. 
It contradicts the principle of independence enjoyed by courts of 
justice around the wrold when it ordered member countries to 
prevent Iraq from the right to sue foreign companies that failed to 
perform under contracts. The Security Council thus appointed 
itself as a protector of Western contractors who did not only tail to 
execute contracts but also refused to refund advance payments 
received on account of those contracts. 

The ugliest and most unfair part of Resolution 687 was its 
insistence on a unilateral disarmament of Iraq, while leav ing o ther 
regional powers, especially Israel, to enjoy superiority despite its 
defiance to Security Council resolutions 242 and 338, a witness of 
the Western double standard and hypocrisy. 

Other conditions contained in two ugly resolution will not stand 
the test of time. Official ceasefire and American withdrawal will 
take place upon the acceptance of Iraq of the resolution, and 


evidence that the acceptance was under duress just like signing a 
to Suit gunpointSuch acceptance is null and void by a^y legal 
standard. It is no better than a contract made 
convince him to release a hostage. It is in Kuwait s best mter^t, 
in the longer term, to obtain borders that are imposed by the- 
sheer power of American tanks. The legitimacy of such borders 
wffl be tied to the presence of those tanks. 

The imposition of reparations on Iraq is ridiculous to say the 
least. Not only because Iraq is entitled to compensation for the 
destruction of its social and economic infrastructure that have 

nothing to do with the military effort, but also because such 
reparations will not be payable nntil after the needs of the Iraqi 
people and Iraqi economy are satisfied as first priority, and after 
the huge external debts of Iraq are serviced as a second priority. 
Under this criteria, even debts have no chance of being serviced, 
let alone reparations which will be differed indefinitely, when the 
current abnormal circumstances are altered. 

Gulf War n made history as an American wax to destroy an 
Arab country for the benefit of Israel. The American occupation 
of southern Iraq and the ugly and unfair resolution of the United 
Nations Security Council will be dealt with by historians under 
international terrorism. 


The war against a civilisation 


By Abdul Rahman Munif 

THIS is the worst possible start 
for a world order that people 
would like to regard as new. The 
war in the Gulf was aimed not so 
much at liberating Kuwait or 
implementing the U.N. resolu- 
tions as at reshaping the Middle 
Ea°* first and the rest of the world 
afterwards. In this, the number of 
losers will be enormous. We will 
see further deterioration in rela- 
tions between the rich states of 
the North and rite poor ones of 
the South and, at a later stage, 
between the economically rich 
blocs themselves. 

The New World Order that 
ordinary people seek is one free 
from the fear of weapons and 
wars, an order based on coopera- 
tion. mutual exchange, and 
equality. Its fundamental basis 
would be democracy, the safe- 
guarding of human rights, and 
protection from pollution 
epidemics, and everything that 
threatens humanity, now or in the 
future. That is the New World 
Order people seek, but does its 
progress so far suggest that we 
are on the right track? 

When the Arabs fought along- 
side the Allies in the first world 
war they were fighting against an 
Ottoman Empire which had 
many things in common with the 
Arabs, such as religion. They had 
been driven to war in order to 
resist the injustice that the Otto- 
mans had inflicted upon them, 
and to attain their freedom. But 
hardly bad the war stopped than 
the Arabs became the first of the 
Allies’ victims, betrayed by all 
the promises the Allies had given 
them before and during the war. 
For a long rime afterwards the 
Arabs remained indignant and 
resentful, and unrest prevailed in 
most parts of the region. 

In the second world war it was the 
same story, apart from slight dif- 
ferences in the names of the 
characters who betrayed their 
promises and deceived die Arabs. 

Since the Middle East acquired 
its special importance, thanks to 
the existence of oil, it has become 
the focus of competition to 
dominate the oil wealth, to con- 
trol prices and production levels, 
and to control relations with 
other countries. As a result, most 
of the oil-producing countries 
have implicitly lost their identity. 

Relations between countries 
should not be based merely on 
fine words, promises, or dreams; 
they should be based primarily on 
a balance of power, mutual in- 
terest. and cooperation that be- 
nefits both parties. Isolation is 
impossible, at least in the present 
age. Any new discovery, any 
breakthrough, should not be con- 
fined to certain individuals but 
should, at the same time, benefit 
others: it has to be international- 
ised. 

By the same token. Middle 
East oil should be used for help- 
ing mankind; that is why we call 
for its internationalisation. The 
question here is how far the West 
has contributed towards making 
this internationalisation possible, 
and how far it has impeded it. 

From the 1970s to the present 
day the desire to determine the 
production levels and prices of oil 
has beooine one of the most 
important reasons for creating a 
state of chaos and unrest in the 
Middle East. Aside from the fluc- 
tuations in prices and production, 
tins commodity has become a 
means of bargaining and exerting 
pressure at more than one level. 
Indeed, the irrational method 
adopted to channel oil revenues 
has led to the gap between the 
rich and poor Arabs, which itself 
has led to unstable and explosive 
relations. Moreover, arms purch- 
ases in large quantities have led 
to economic distortions and poli- 
tical corruption. 

The West, particularly die Un- 
ited States, is far from innocent in 
its support for the corrupt and 


undeveloped rulers and in ignor- 
ing people's wishes and justified 
aspirations. Its aim has been to 
create trouble spots in which it 
can sell and test its arms. 

Arab intellectuals now see 
wbat motivates the West to re- 
sume its wars in this region. They 
see that its purpose is not simply 
confined, to oil or to im- 
plementing United Nations re- 
solutions or to defending regim- 
es; what the West has done in the 
Gulf goes beyond all that in its 
attempts to eliminate the region's 
history, civilisations, cultures, 
and religions. 

One day we will see that the 
attempts made to contain the 
recent conflict and to reach a 
peaceful settlement were many 
and serious. What precluded 
their success was the fact that the 
United States did not want a 
peaceful solution because that 
would have signalled its failure to 
control the situation in full and 
alone. 

This was no different from the 
two world wars in terms of its 
results, since in addition to the 
great numbers of victims, it has 
deepended the animosity and 
widened the gap between the 
North and South. Peihaps that is 
due to a lack of deep understand- 
ing in terms of geography, his- 
tory, and relations between cul- 
tures. civilisations, and peoples. 

I am not frying to downgrade 
the power and importance of the 
United States, but we must re- 
member that America, despite its 
power and supremacy, lacks the 
historical perspective and linguis- 
tic individuality which, perhaps, 
only the old nations possess; it 
also lacks the historical and geog- 
raphical ties that link people 
together. 

America is trying in many ways 
to revive the history of the Mid- 
dle Ages, as if those ages had not 
passed away centuries ago. This 
remark is more easily understood 
by Europeans than Americans, 
and it means a lot. especially in 
today's and tomorrow’s world. 

• It is not possible to replace 
culture with mass media, civilisa- 
tion with technology, or man with 
machine. The Gulf war has 
proved two things. First, that 
despite their power, broad spread 
and skill, the media cannot re- 
place culture. Second, that in an 
emergency the pre-dominance of 
the media, coupled with cen- 
sorship, may be used to hide the 
truth for a while, but as soon as 
something goes wrong in this 
huge machine it can be turned 
against those who created it. 

The simplest evidence for that 
is bombing of the A1 Amiriya 
shelter in Baghdad. Despite the 
attempts of many people to shrug 
off responsibility by praising the 
coalition war machinery and the 
skill of its personnel, the whole 
world has witnessed the inescap- 
able truth. Civilisation and man's 
spirit of determination go far 
beyond the machinery which man 
himself creates. This is something 
the Americans do not seem -to 
understand or even imagine. 

I am not introducing this sort of 
comparison to stir people up or to 
awaken their national pride, but 
just to spell out that a nation 
which has its own deeply rooted 
history, civilisation and culture, 
differs from a shipload of passen- 
gers who, gathered together by 
accident and by adventure, im- 
agine that through their money or 
pomposity they can create a his- 
tory of their own. 

The Spanish Republicans lost 
the civil war but they gained 
civilisation and a future. One of 
the many reasons for their defeat 
was France's use of museums and 
monuments as a shield; the Re- 
publicans did not have the cour- 
age to storm their own history 
and future. That is why they 
preferred to withdraw, leaving, 
behind a dictatorial barbarism celeb- 
rating victory. 

During die Gulf war American 
aircraft carrying thousands of 



AJbdul Rah m a n Munif 

tonnes of explosives destroyed 
civilisation in the form of monu- 
ments and historical edifices. 
They carried out their tasks fero- 
ciously and savagely. The oldest 
bridge in Baghdad. Martyrs 
Bridge — a one-way system, too 
small for two vehicles to pass at a 
time — was bombed. On this 
bridge in 1947 the protesters 
against the Portsmouth Agree- 
ment with Britain were martyred, 
among them the brother of the 
great Iraqi poet, Mohammad 
Mahdy Al Go u ban. Why was this 
bridge bombed? 

One of tiie most important 
edifices in the whole region is the 
statue of liberty, created in 1961 
by the sculptor, Guwaad Salim. It 
is probable that this statue has 
been blown up or that only its 
base is standing. The same goes 
for historic monuments 
thousands of years old. 


in the strongest position to com- 
pete for them? The New World 
Order means economic competi- 
tion between big blocs. These 
blocs, as if seems now, are North 
America. Western Europe, 
Japan, some eastern Asian coun- 
tries, and the Soviet Union. Oil 
will be one of the important 
elements in the competition 
among them because Japan, for 
instance, imports all its needs 
while Europe imports the greater 
part. 

The United States controls — 
through its companies and its 
relations with the oil-producing 
countries — most of the world’s 
ofl. By withholding the oil re- 
venues in the form of deposits 
and shares, or through arms 
sales, especially to the oil produc- 
ing countries, the United States 
strengthens its economic position 
and its competitiveness. It is now 


“The wolf needs to eat the lambs, but he 
also has to find reasons to justify doing so. 
The wolf lays down a rule saying that a 
lamb that drinks from the top of the spring 
spoils the water for the wolf. As a result, 
the wolf is obliged to devour that lamb.” 


This is no way, especially for 
“civilised'* nations, to deal with 
monuments. It is bard to imagine 
that the bombers listed as their 
top priorities the brutal destruc- 
tion of history, civilisation, and 
the dearest things to people's 
hearts. Perhaps I am motivated 
by my artistic and literary in- 
stincts in talking about war, but 
let us look at the other side of the 
coin. 

The vast numbers of American 
forces engaged in the Gulf did not 
represent that nation’s desire to 
maintain world order so much as 
to maintain a grip on the region's 
oil. Oil comes top of its list of 
interests. America imports oil not 
just to keep its economy going 
like other countries, but because 
to America: profits, and an 
attempt to control people's fu- 
tures. 

Now we come to another ques- 
tion about the New World Order: 
who is going to control the energy 
resources, and who is going to be 


in a position to impose a New 
World Order. It is clear that oil 
— as energy, as pricing, as sup- 
plies — was one of the fun- 
damental elements of the recent 
conflict. As a consequence, each 
member of the coalition and each 
member’s share of the cake will 
determine the nature of this new' 
order. 

The post-war world will not be 
able to tolerate the existence of 
just one country in pole position, 
however strong that country may 
be. We have seen throughout 
history that few countries have 
beep able to survive in the pole 
position for long; with the excep- 
tion of ancient Rome, empires 
soon collapse. At present the 
United States cannot imagine it- 
self receding or losing its posi- 
tion, but the evidence indicates 
otherwise. 

In this post-war period, within 
the framework of the New World 
Order, the U.S. is trying to take 
the initiative. But a world char- 


acterised by harmful competition 
between big blocs, a world di- 
vided into North (which possesses 
most of the power, experience, 
technical expertise) and South 
(whose debts and problems in- 
crease daily) would not have the 
potential to carry on its economic 
cycle. Nor would it provide stabil- 
ity and cooperation, let alone 
satisfy people's aspirations and 
desires to achieve liberty and 
equality at all levels. 

What most Westerners fail to 
appreciate is that people of the. 
Third World countires, i.e., the 
South, have a legitimate right to 
live, and to have their own ambi- 
tions and cultures. Mistakes com- 
mitted by file North are the main 
reason behind all the problems, 
animosity, and lack of confidence 
that the Third World experi- 
ences. 

The wave of hostility prevailing 
in the Middle East now is a 
reaction to the subjugation and 
injustice imposed by the West. 
This reaction manifested itself in 
Iran under the Shah and is occur- 
ing now in the Arab World, 
especially in the oil-producing 
countries. Kuwait itself is not 
particularly important, nor is it an 
oasis of democracy: its import- 
ance lies in the oil wealth hidden 
in the desert. 

This same West that is so keen 
on implementing United Nations 
resolutions and sent its troops 
and fleets to liberate Kuwait, has 
tarned a deaf ear for decades to 
more vital causes in the area, and 
has done nothing to implement 
similar resolutions in other cases. 
The dictatorial regimes under 
which people suffer, receive all 
their support from the West; their 
rulers indulge themselves in lux- 
ury while nations suffer abject 
poverty and starvation. The West 
closes its eyes while people are 
stripped of their freedom, but 
opens its eyes wide at any sign of 
anti-Western feeling or any 
dangerous religious wave. That is 
why many Arabs believe their 
sufferings are largely the result of 
a conspiracy between dictatorial 
regimes and the West. 

Academics may come with 
obsolete theories on oriental de- 
potism, or the infancy of some 
nations, or the dominance of the 
emotional ride over the rational 
side, etc., to account for what is 
gomg on in the area. Such a 


European attitude, if used to 
distort or eliminate the other 
side, would preclude the possibil- 
ity of dialogue or compromise. 

Of course, a great number of 
Arab thinkers, distinguish be- 
tween the West as a big power 
and the West as a group of 
nations, civilisations, and cul- 
tures. They also distinguish be- 
tween Europe and America in 
different ways. They know that 
their geographical proximity to 
Europe makes it easier for Euro- 
peans to understand Arab peo- 
ple’s aspirations of freedom, 
democracy, and equality. They 
also take into account the interac- 
tion of European civilisation with 
Arab and Islamic civilisation that 
contributed to tbe Renaissance. . 

The history of Europe during^ 
the past two centuries is partly 
tbe result of popular struggle to 
overcome such difficulties as the 
stubbornness of the old class sys- 
tem. Although many Arabs try to 
draw on this to build better rela- 
tions, their efforts receive too 
little acknowledgement from the 
West. 

Beyond its military effects, the 
Gulf war subjugated public opin- 
ion and threw away gains made 
over a long period, such as cul- 
ture, freedom of thought, the 
right to know the troth, and the 
right to object or disagree. What 
George Orwell says in his novel. 
Nineteen Eight Four, is not con- 
fined to one political system or a 
specific geographical area, or a 
specific piece of history- Most of 1 
what he describes — brain- 
washing, reshaping of people’s 
memory, and the creation of the 
“ideal” person — is happening 
today at the international level. 

Tbe United States came to* 
defend Saudi Arabia against the • 
possibilty of an Iraqi invasion; 
then it moved on to the liberatoin 
of Kuwait; next it declared its 
intention to destroy tbe Iraqi war 
machine; and finally to bring 
about he downfall of the Iraqi 
regime. These aims coincided 
with the setting out of a New 
World Order to reshape the area 
politically and geographically. Al! 
we, as people, are allowed to do 
is listen to the statements, then 
believe, agree and obey. Anyone 
who disagrees or disobeys will be 
shunned, treated with suspicion, 
condemned, and punished accor- 
dingly. 

Tbe ancient fable told in Kalila 
wa Dimna about the wolf and the 
lambs is worth repeating. The 
wolf needs to eat the lambs, but 
he also has to find reasons to* 
justify doing so. The wolf lays^ 1 ' 
down a rule saying that a lamb 
that drinks from the top of the 
spring spoils the water for the 
wolf. As a result, the wolf is 
obligee to devour that lamb. 

The reasons are always there, 
and all we have to do is to believe 
in them, consent to them, and 
obey them. The reasons behind 
the recent war are not the de- 
clared ones. And the war itself 
may yet lead to dreadful con- 
sequences, such as tbe destruc- 
tion of governments that were 
supposed to be pan of the victo- 
rious alliance. 

Unless the role of public opin- 
ion is restored, unless man re- 
gains his dignity, his right of a 
access to knowledge and his right T 
to be honest to his culture and 
age, he will be unable to contri- 
bute to any New World Ordei 
adopted after the cold war. And 
unless that happens, there is no 
help, no hope, here or anywhere. 

Abdul Rahman Munif was-bom 
w Jordan in 1933 of Saudi Ara- 
bran parents. He was stripped of 
oaiidi Arabian citizenship for 
poffcfca/ reasons. He now lives in 
hyna. He studied Jaw in Baghdad 
ttd Cairo, and had a career in the 
oil industry before becoming a<Sfc 
tiiu-hme writer. Two of bis books 
are available in English: Cities Of 
Salt (Cape) and Endings (Quar- 
tet). The article is reprinted from 
The Guardian. 
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Ceasefire 

(Continued from page 1) 
Iraqi. 

“The government will inevit- 
ably see to it that the overwhelm- 
ing majority of Iraqis take part in 
decision-making,” he said. 

Mr. Saleh said parliament 
would cooperate with the new 
government "in preparing for the 
multi-party system which will en- 
sure individual liberties and press 
freedom.” 

Soviet and Western diplomats 
have indicated that the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Britain 
and France were considering 
posting military officers to a 
300-to-400-membcr U.N. obser- 
ver group for the Iraq-Kuwait 
border. It would be called the 
U.N. Iraq-Kuwait Observer Mis- 
sion (UNTKOM). 

China's position was not 
stated, but U.N. officials said 
they had the impression that Chi- 
na probably would contribute un- 
armed military observers. 

If all five permanent members 
of the Security Council sent 
observers, it would be the first 
time that the “big five" partici- 
pated jointly in a U.N. 
peacekeeping operation. 

Soviet Ambassador Yuli 
Vorontsov confirmed that his 
nation has offered to send un- 
armed military observers to 
monitor the Iraq-Kuwait border, 
not “Soviet troops.” 

But Iraqi Ambassador Abdul 
Amir AJ Anbari told Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
that his government would not 
accept observers from the U.S.- 
led Gulf war coalition on Iraq's 
side of the border, U.N. officials 
said. 

Mr. Anbari said his country 
“has no problems with deploy- 
ment of a U.N. observers force 
along the border, but we wfl] not 
accept participation of any coun- 
try which is a member of the 
so-called coalition led by the Un- 
ited States.” 

An Arab peacekeping group 
on the border has been ruled out 
because of objections from 
Kuwait, which wants the five 
powers to get involved. 

The United States, the Soviet 
Union, France and China contri- 
bute officers to the 291-member 
U.N. Truce Supervision Orga- 
nisation which has monitored the 
ceasefire in Palestine since 1948. 


Rebellion 


(Continued from page 1) 

rt... 

and security, and a humanitarian 
concern, not just an internal mat- 
ter. 

“It is not the role or the inten- 
tion of the Security Council to 
interfere in the internal affaire of 
another country," said U.S. 
Ambassador Thomas Pickering. 

“However, it is the legitimate 
responsibility of the Security 
Council to respond to Turkey and 
to the Islamic Republic of Iran's 
concerns,” he added. 

• Turkey and Iran said dose to a 
milli on refugees wanted to enter 
their respective countries, there- 
by presenting a threat to peace 
and security in the Middle Bast. 

'There is no way to justify 
what is going on in northern Iraq 
as an internal affair of that coun- 
try,” Turkish Ambassador Mus- 
tafa Aksin told the council. 'Tur- 
key will not allow its border 
provinces to be overwhelmed by 
such a flood of displaced per- 
sons.” 

The council’s action was 
prompted by reports that hun- 
dreds of thousands of Kurds in 
northern Iraq and Shiites in the 
south were fleeing to Iran and 
Turkey after the failure of rebel- 
lions against the government. 

Iraq’s ambassador. Abdul 
Amir Ai Anbari, hours before 
the vote invited a U.N. mission to 
investigate the state of affaire in 
the north, saying the resolution 
should have been postponed until 
such a group filed a report. 

He asked how the council 
could suddenly be concerned ab- 
out Iraqi citizens when it had 
sanctioned carpet bombing and 
supported a trade embargo that 
deprived civilians of “all the ame- 
nities to ensure the return to 
natural life in the country.” 

Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said more 
than 250,000 refugees had 
already fled across its borders 
from Kurdish territories and that 
more than one million more 
mi gh t eventually cross. 

"Hungry and in shabby 
clothes, 100,000 Kurds driven 
away from their ancestral lands... 
have formed a 20-kilometre 
queue in the freezing weather” 
approaching Sanandaj, across the 
border from Sulaimaniyab, 

Iran’s Interior Minister Abaol- 
lafa Hamadi Nuri said on Tehran 
Radio Saturday that many re- 
fugees were IriUed by gunfire or 
minefields, dfowned frying to 
swim the swollen Siron river on 
the border or died of hunger. 

Government forces have 
smashed the rebellion by Shiites 
in southern Iraq and have driven 
i guerrillas out of northern 
Hties into the hills. 


A scientific sort of God 


By Diana Hinds 


B ELIEF in God was not a subject 
Sir Nevill Mott, the Nobel prize- 
winning physicist, bad ever 
seriously considered until, at the 
age of 50, he was invited to give a 
talk on the relationship between 
science and religion. 

Religion had piayed virtually 
no part in his upbringing. His 
parents, both educated as physi- 
cists were married in a Unitarian 
church, but later lost interest in 
organised religion and he was 
neither baptised nor taken to 
church. Only at his boarding 
school, where attendance at 
chapel was compulsory, did be 
acquire a nodding familiarity with 
the prayer book service. 

In the course of preparing his 
talk — part of a series devised by 
Canon Mervyn Srockwood at the 
University Church in Cambridge 
— Sir Nevill came to the conclu- 
sion that the subject would repay 
further attention. Drawing a 
careful distinction between scien- 
tific truths, based on experiment, 
and religions truths, about which 
“there woold never be full agree- 
ment,” he began to feel that at 
least some religious truths ought 
have a meaning for him. “A 
religious truth,” he has written, 
“is a statement or doctrine ... 
about which everyone should 
mediate and tty to find if it has 
meaning for him or her.” 

Now 85, thin and stooping, but 
still mentally vigorous, he has 
become a regular attender at bis 
local church and was baptised and 
confirmed as an Anglican five 
years ago. But bis religious be- 


liefs are nothing if not eclectic: a 
lifetime in physics has left him 
.with serious misgivings about cer- 
. tain aspects of the Christian faith, 
which he explains in his contribu- 
tion to Can Scientists Believe?, a 
book of essays he compiled. 

Sir Nevill still spends at least 
one day a week in his office at the 
Cavendish Physics Laboratory in 
Cambridge, which he headed 
from 1954 unitl his official retire- 
ment in 1971. Since 1933, his 
main field of research has been 
the application of quantum 
mechanics to metals and semicon- 
ductors and in 1977 he won the 
Nobel prize for his study of non- 
crystalline solids. Now his in- 
terest is in superconductors. Dur- 
ing the week he p uzzl es over his 
own theory of how they work, 
offering ideas to his younger col- 
leagues at the laboratory — 
“most of them don't agree with 
me” — and on Sundays he sits 
through the Creed, unperturbed 
by his inability wholly to believe 
it. 

Miracles are his major stumb- 
ling block. He holds fast to the 
belief that the laws of physics and 
chemistry cannot be overturned 
— that water cannot be converted 
into wine, that bodies cannot be 
removed from tombs and res- 
tored to life. 

“1 cannot believe in the kind or 
miracles God does to show off.” 
he explains. “I must believe, if 
God is omnipotent, that He could 
do could do these things if He 
wanted to, but I cannot worship 
or respect a God who would want 
to.” 

On the subject of the Resurrec- 



Sir Nevill Mott 

tion, he is much in sympathy with 
the Bishop of Durham, the Right 
Rev David Jenkins, who has de- 
scribed the story of Christ’s bodi- 
ly resurrection as “a conjuring 
trick with bones,” and the two 
have recently compared notes. 
As for the Virgin Birth, Sir Nevill. 
finds ' the idea disgusting. “It 


seems like an insult to the way we 
produce our children. It's perfect- 
ly negative: If I really believed in 
that, I would be very depressed.” 
This view of miracles is not 
shared by other scientists who 
accept Christianity. Professor 
John Polkinghome, a theoretical 
physicist, argues, for instance. 


that the problem is not whether 
God performs miracles, bat why 
he does not perform them more 
often — “instead of so frequently 
letting events, such as earth- 
quakes and plagues, take their 
disastrous course.' 1 

Sir Nevill’s answer is simply 
that “God is not that kind of 
being.” God. he says, is not 
omniscient, because of the role 
that chance plays in the Universe, 
and is probably not omnipotent, 
but a “loving God of here and 
now, with whom one can seek 
some communion.” 

Isaac Newton's famous for- 
mulation of tbe laws of mechanics 
and universal gravitation led his 
successors to envisage a determi- 
nistic universe working by its own 
dockwork, where God’s role was 
simply to set tbe planets in mo- 
tion and then watch. But atomic 
research in the Twenties, en- 
shrined in the German physicist 
Werner Heisenberg’s “uncertain- 
ty principle,” found that the laws 
governing a single atom’s disin- 
tegration were unpredictable. 

On this prindple — that there 
is an element of chance in the 
workings of tbe universe — Sir 
Nevill and others base their firm 
belief in free will. The need for a 
God arises. Sir Nevill maintains, 
from the gap between sdence and 
the “mystery” of human con- 
sciousness. “I believe that neither 
physical sdence nor psychology 
can ever ‘explain’ human con- 
sciousness ... To me human con- 
sciousness lies outside sdence, 
and it is here that I seek tbe 
relationship between God and 
man.” 


He firmly rejects the “God of 
the gaps” approach to religion, 
which attributes the gaps in scien- 
tific knowledge to the mysterious 
workings of God, but acknow- 
ledges that his position lands him 
with a “God of one gap” — a gap 
between sdence and human con- 
sdousness that he believes can 
never be closed. Here, Sir Nevill 
confesses, he is likely to incur the 
ridicule of many molecular 
biologists, who believe there is no 
“gap” and that science will ulti- 
mately find a complete explana- 
tion for the workings of the brain. 

His approach begs important 
scientific questions for those who, 
like him, accept evolutionary 
theory: did man’s capacity for 

self -consciousness originate with 
the earliest form of life, and if 
not, when and how did it occur? 
Could there have been some “dis- 
continuity” in the evolutionary 
process, resulting in a major qual- 
itative change to produce human 
consdousness? 

Sir Nevill is not convinced by 
either hypothesis; he agrees it is a 
“serious problem,” but is not 
unduly worried at not having an 
answer. He bolds resolutely to his 
belief that the brain is not a 
supercomputer: “Physics is never 
going to produce a system which 
could predict what we were going 
to ck>, because as soon as we learn 
its predictions we can do the 
opposite.” 

That, be says, is a typical quan- 
tum physics argument, but he is 
equally fond of quoting Dr. John- 
son in support of his case: “Sir. 
we know the trill is free, and 
there’s and end on’t!” 


' ■ Ultimately, perhaps, Sir Nevill 
is a content not to ask top 
many questions. Science and reti- 
gioo for him are not in conflict 
and. unlike some of the Roman 
Catholic contributors to his book, 

‘ he does not attempt to bring- the 
two together in a comprehensive 
world view. 

Tbe prospect of being a Roman 

Catholic does not appeal to him 
at alL “I do not want a church — - 
I like that of Rome — which tells 
you closely what you ought to 
believe. I do not see how that 
kind of authority can exist on 
earth.” 

At tbe small church he attends 
in Aspley Guise, outside Cam- 
bridge, where he lives with his 
wife Ruth, the vicar has capital- 
ised on having an eminent doubt- 
ing scientist in his congregation, 
calling or Sir Nevill to give occa- 
sional “sermons” to reassure 
other waverers. “I know it is a 
relief to some of our parishioners 
that a scientist believes that it is 
possible, and may even be right, 
to worship in church without 
accepting everthmg,” Sir Nevill 
says. 

But his vicar is leaving the 
parish, and with an evangeiical- 
leaning Archbishop now installed 
at Canterbury, Sir Nerifi is a little 
apprehensive about tbe future. It 
is terribly important, he believes, 
that people who seek a “Christ- 
ianity without miracles” should 
continue to be accepted in the 
Anglican church. “I just hope the 
new Archbishop isn’t going to 
change things too much,” he says 
— The Guardian. 


Britons queue 
for lucrative 
Gulf contracts 


By Caroline Allen 

Reuter 

LONDON — Undeterred by 
powder -keg conditions in the after- 
math of the Gulf war, Britons are 
queueing to escape a dismal job 
market at home for a sunny ex- 
patriate life in the Middle East. 

As the shock of the war wears 
off and TV bulletins and news- 
papers on longer present a daily 
diet of blitzed cities and desert 
war. memories of the good times 
are flooding back. British mana- 
gers and skilled workers are once 
more hankering after six-figure 
tax-free incomes and unlimited 
sunshine by the sea. 

London is a major springboard 
for their recruitment. Frims say 
their books are crammed with 
candidates determined to get 
back to the Gulf — but they warn 
th3t the good-time contracts may 
be a thing of the past. 

“For the time being Kuwait is 
on hold, but we had posts to fill in 
January further down the Gulf, 
and I can tell you there was no 
shortage of applicants.” said Ed- 
ward Simpson, director of Coop- 
er and Lybrand Deloittes Execu- 
tive Resourcing. 

Western firms whose govern- 
ments bore the brunt of the war’ 
to liberate Kuwait are demanding 
lucrative contracts as a reward. 

Although Kuwait has said it 
plans to reduce the number of 
foreign workers to half the pre- 
war level, the move appears 
aimed mostly at Palestinians, 
Jordanians and Yemenis. 

“Reconstruction is a growth 
industry,” said one British execu- 
tive. determined to beat off com- 
petition for tenders from French. 
German and even U.S. firms. 

But the next wave of expatri- 
ates might find a new attitude 
among their hosts. A generation 
ago, developing countries lacked 
skilled nationals to fill top jobs 
and the means to train them- 

In the Gulf states, awash with 
petrodollars from the 1970s, the 
main concern was how best to 
enjoy their wealth. 

“Third World nationals came 
as labourers, first world expatri- 
ates as management," recalled a 


construction manager. 

But now Arab nations, like 
former colonies, are beginning to 
question whether they still want 
to pay up and delegate. 

Of the 2.2 million people in 
Kuwait before Iraq's invasion. 30 
per cent were Kuwaitis. Apart 
from the relatively small com- 
munity of highly paid expatriates 
from the developed world, the 
rest were other Arab nationals or 
workers from developing coun- 
tries such as the Philippines and 
Sri Lanka. 

Days after he returned home. 
Planning Minister Sulaiman 
Mutawa said Kuwait had to reas- 
sess it reliance on foreign labour. 
“There has to be a change of 
attitude if we are to go ahead.” 
he said. “There can be no going 
back to the Kuwait of August 2 — 
fat and flabby and relying on the 
state.” 

Developing countries are 
sometimes bitter about the cost of 
expatriates. “They are very ex- 
perienced. yes. and usually on 
offer to the highest bidder, 
'home* is an offshore bank 
account,” said a former African 
diplomat who declined to be 
named. 

Tax-free salaries and bonuses 
are a shining lure. “Remember 
how no-one could understand 
why all those expatriates 
wouldn't leave Kuwait after the 
invasion?” said one personnel 
manager. 

“It wasn't because they didn't 
know what was happening. They 
were going to lose thousands (of 
pounds) in tax benefits.” 

But British Chancellor Norman 
Lamont’s March 20 budget prom- 
ised Gulf ‘ refugees” assistance 
with taxes due. 

Susan Gregory, who assessed 
SO international companies for a 
survey of policies and practices 
for U.K. expatriates last year, 
says mercenary tendencies are 
over-played: “If they really don’t 
want to go, the pay won’t get 
them there.” she said. 

Personnel companies think the 
' Gulf war will change the terms of 
international contracts worldwide. 


Baker 


(Continued from page 1) 
approval. 

Mr. Sharon himself clarified 
through .a spokesman Saturday 
that “the government of Israel is 
not building immigrant housing in 
(the West Bank) and Gaza, and is 
not settling immigrants in these 
areas.” 

But, “construction in (the West 
Bank) and Gaza has taken place 
in the past, is taking place at 
present and will be carried out in 
the future in accordance with 
government policy and guide- 
lines,” he said. 

The government, led by Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 


opposes the U.S. “land for 
peace” formula and says that the 
Palestinians should be content 
with tbe Israeli offer of limited 
autonomy. 

Officials in Mr. Shamir’s office 
do not expect the settlement issue 
to be a focal poinr of Mr. Baker’s 
current visit, Israel Radio said. 
They also say U.S. pressure ou 
Israel would not be helpful. 

Mr. Baker “surely knows that 
Israel cannot be pressured. What 
we. need is coordination and 
understanding. The prime minis- 
ter has proved that he knows how 
to defend Israel’s stand,” Mr. 
Shamir's aide Avi Pazner told the 
radio. 
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GBM approach is built on being close to 
customers, being flexible in meeting their needs, 
understanding the demands and customs of the 
region. Giving full weight to this service is world- 
renowned IBM technology and support which can 
satisfy the information requirements of every kind 
of business. 

GBM employees are totally IBM trained, 
bringing the experience, knowledge and skills of 


the world’s most successful computer company direct 
to the region under local management. 

GBM is your door to IBM in the region, 
matching the latest technologies 
and providing complete services 
and customer facilities. 

For further information, 
contact the nearest local 
distributor. 
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laradona banned for 1 5 months 


MILAN (R) — Argentina's 
Dtjjo Maradona was banned 
ircir. soccer for 15 months Satur- 
day for having taken cocaine be- 
fore 3 league match last month- 

The Italian League's disciplin- 
ary committee rejected demands 
for more tests and ruled the ban 
vould be effective immediately. 

Soccer's international gov- 
iiiTing body FIFA has said the 
v.'Jience will apply worldwide. 

The ban threatens to end the 
playing career of the 30-year-old 
E 1 . laradona, who led Napoli to two 
fcst division titles including a 
league and cup double in 1987 
and the UEFA Cup. 

Committee chairman Frances- 
co d’Alessio said Maradona had 
not been given the maximum 
two-year ban because it was not 
dear the drug had been taken to 
enhance his ability to play soccer. 

The former Argentine captain 


can now take his case to the 
league's Federal Appeals Com- 
mission which is the final arbiter. 

Maradona, who had tested 
positive for cocaine after a home 
game against Bari on March 17, 
flew to Buenos Aires early Tues- 
day morning, declaring he was 
finished with soccer and saying he 
wanted to enjoy the good life. 

At Saturday’s bearing, Mara- 
dona's Lawyers denied the player 
bad taken coaine and d aimed 
suspicious traces found in a 
routine urine sample were too 
weak to be properly identified or 
used in evidence. 

They demanded more tests but 
d'Alessio said he had been satis- 
fied with those carried out. 

"The use of cocaine is forbid- 
den,” he said. "The strength of 
the concentration makes no dif- 
ference." 

Paolo Siniscalchi, a member of 


the defence team, told reporters 
be was disappointed at the ban, 
which lasts until Jane 30, 1992. 

“It's very heavy when you con- 
sider Peruzzi and Carnevale only 
got a year,” he said. 

Last October Roma playeis 
Andrea Carnevale and Angelo 
Peruzzi tested positive for the 
Amphetamine Fentermine and 
were banned for 12 months. 

D’Alessio told reporters Napo- 
li had been absolved because 
Maradona's increasingly way- 
ward behaviour had made it im- 
possible to blame the club for the 
player's actions. 

Maradona had been “in open 
conflict with the dub both on 
and off the field," he said. 

Over the past year he has 
incurred fines totalling about 
$50,000, mostly for missing 
matches and training. 

The immediate future for 


Maradona, at his peak the 
world's most gifted player, look 
bleak. 

He is still under investigation in 
Italy for alleged links with a rice 
ring, he has a paternity suit hang- 
ing over his head and Napoli are 
suing him' for dam aging the dub's 
image. 

His contract with them had 
been due to end in 1993. 

Italy's sporting press has mixed 
condemnation of the affair with 
regrets over the fall of an idol. 

The Gazzetta Dello Sport com- 
mented Saturday: “Maradona 
was well aware of the sporting 
and moral risks he ws running. 
He has condemned himself as a 
player and as a man. 

“He has squandered the rich 
gifts nature bestowed on him — 
the fantasy, the ability and that 
magic appeal which seduced both 
the crowds and the girls.” 


eagram denies Pitmans of National triumph 


LIVERPOOL, England (R) — 
Seagram, a 12-1 chance ridden by 
fanner's son Nigel Hawke, won 
the Grand National steeplechase 
at Aintree Saturday in thrilling 
style, denying Cheltenham Gold 
Cup winner Garrison Savannah 
in the last 200 metres. 

Turning into the final straight 
at the end of the 4V^-mile (7.2- 
feri) course, Garrison Savannah, 
ridden by Mark Pitman. looked 
like becoming thie first horse in 
almost 60 years to complete the 
Gold Cup and Grand National 
double. 

Brilliant jumps at the final two 
fences carried Garrison Savannah 
into a six-length lead. But on the 
lone run-in the horse, trained by 
Mark's mother Jenny, began to 
tire on the soft ground. 

Seagram, with Hawke riding in 
uis first Grand National, made 
ground relentlessly to win by a 
comfortable five lengths. 

'■'i n c :r Eric Parker 
.• .. *jujt stays and 


stays. He's only small but he's got 
the heart of a lion.” 

Auntie Dot, a 50-1 outsider 
ridden by Mark Dwyer, finished 
in third place another eight 
lengths back. 

After the triumph of Chel- 
tenham, the race had a familiar 
ring for the Pitman family. Eight- 
een years ago Mark's father, 
Richard, now a television com- 
mentator, led over the last fence 
on a horse named crisp only to 
lose out on the run-in to Red 
Rum, who won the first of three 
successive Nationals. 

“I am disappointed for Mark 
and for the owners," said Jenny 
Pitman. “We wanted to make 
history and we had a good crack 
at it.” 

Backers made mud-loving 
Bonanza Boy the 13-2 favourite, 
but for the third year running the 
gelding, ridden by champion 
jockey Peter Scudamore, failed 
!C produce his best at Am tree and 
came fifth. 


The 40-strong field was led on 
the first circuit by Garrison 
Savannah's stable companion 
Golden Freeze, the mount of 
Michael Bowlby, with French 
challenger Okloama II , Ten of 
Spades, and last year’s winner 
Mr. Frisk all prominent. 

Well-backed Rinus, third in 
1990, joined the leaders soon 
after the sixth fence, the in- 
famous Becher's Brook, as 
Okloama made a mistake. 

Outsider General Chandos 
raced with Golden Freeze turning 
into the straight for the first time 
with Rinus and jockey Neale 
Doughty going well in third 
place. 

Setting out on the second cir- 
cuit, Garrison Savannah joined 
file leaders. On the 20th of the 30 
jumps. Rinus fell, Doughty’s first 
early exit in eight Grand Nation- 
als. 

Seagram and another outsider. 
Over the Road, were moving up 
for the first time, but Mr. Frisk. 


unhappy ou the soft surface, was 
pulled up after Becher’s. 

Golden Freeze finally dropped 
away with four fences left as 
A unite Dot mounted her chal- 
lenge. 

But with two fences to jump 
Garrison Savannah, travelling 
smoothly, led from Aon tie Dot 
with Seagram in third. Durham 
Edition, last year’s runner-up, 
was making late headway into 
fourth place. 

Into the straight for the final 
time, Garrison Savannah took 
command with two fine leaps. 
But although Auntie Dot had no 
more to offer, Seagram most 
certainly did* Hawke, 25, con- 
jured an inspired finish out of his 
partner to record the biggest win 
of his career. 

“Early on, he wasn't enjoying 
it, so I had to make it cool and get 
his confidence,” Hawke said. 
“When I got near the front he 
had a lot more daylight and be 
needs the daylight.” 


Wm&a.r reaches final 
srav iftg| Kong Open 


KONG KONG (R) — Austra- 
lia's Wally Masur earned himself 
a trip down memory lane when he 
defeated crowd favourite Alex 
Antonit5ch of Austria 4-6 7-6 
(7-2) 6-3 to reach the final of the 
Hong Kong Open Saturday. 

Masur, 27, a steady if unspec- 
tacular performer on the tour, 
won his first career title in Hong 
Kong in 1983 when he beat Sam- 
my Giammalva. 

“Today I played a good tieb- 
reofc in the second set — that 
turned the match,” said Masur, 
who is ranked 60th in tire world. 

He took the third set comfort- 
ably against the 25-year-old Au- 
strian who endeared himself to 
the crowds here over the past few 
days with his on-court downing. 

Masur will play 19-year-old 
Dutchman Richard Krajicek, 
who outgunned South Africa's 
Gary Muller 6-2 6-4 to reach his 
first Association of Tennis Pro- 
fessionals (ATP) Tour final. 

Muller, who ousted top seed 
Michael Chang of the United 


Sampras moves into semis 
at Orlando Tennis Classic 


States in the quarter-finals, was 
lethargic and succumbed tamely. 

“I will play my usual serve and 
volley game against Wally and 
see what happens,” Krajicek 
said. 

“I was a little bit surprised how 
easy it was today — he did not 
serve well.” 

Earlier Krajicek completed a 
7-6 (8-6) 2-6 6-1 victory over 
Patrik -Kuehncn of Germany in 
their rain-delayed quarter-final. 

Muller fired 16 aces as he beat 
Chang 5-7 6-3 7-6 (7-1) in a 
gripping quarter-final. 

The unpredictable Muller 
showed scant respect for reputa- 
tions as he served three aces in 
the first game. 

Chang, the only seed lift in the 
tournament, countered with 
some sizzling returns and delight- 
ed his growing army of Chinese 
fans by winning the first set. 

Muller took the second set 
quite comfortably and then broke 
Chang to go ahead 6-5 in the 
third with his serve to come. 


ORLANDO, Florida (R) — 
Second seed Pete Sampras 
looked sharp and fit in Friday's 
6-3 6-3 victory over eighth seed 
David Pate that put the U.S. 
Open Champion into the semifin- 
als of the $225,000 Orlando Ten- 
nis Classic. 

Sampras, who has suffered a 
series of injuries since becoming 
the youngest ever men's U.S. 
Open winner at 19, served bullets 
and volleyed with authority to 
earn his place in an all-American 
final four. 

This tournament is the first 
event on the men’s tennis circuit 
since the Volvo of Chicago in 
March, 1987 in which all eight 
quarter-finalists were from the 
United States. 

Earlier Friday fourth seed Der- 
rick Rostagno easily handled 
sixth seed Timmy Arias 6-1 64 to 
reach his third semifinal of the 
year, where he will take on Sam- 
pras. 

Top seed Andre Agassi's was 
leading Chock Adams 64 44 
when heavy rain baited their 


match, while third-seeded de- 
fending champion Brad Gilbert 
□ever got a chance to begin his 
match with Malivai Washington. 

Sampras said he did not know 
what to expect from bis game 
since injuries had limited his play- 
ing time. But there has been no 
evidence of rust this week as the 
world number six has reached the 
semifinals in both singles and 
doubles here. 

“My game's like (Boris) Beck- 
er's or Stefan's (Edbeig),” said 
Sampras. “We have an up-and- 
down game because we play 
flashy serve-and-volley. A base- 
liner is more consistent, -while we 
can have great matches and poor 
matches." 

Sampras ^turned back two 
games points and broke the 79th- 
ranked Pate in the fifth game of 
the opening set to establish a lead 
he refused to relinquish. 

Fate failed to convert two 
break opportunities in the 
seventh game of the second set, 
then double faulted away the 
eighth to give Sampras a 5-3 lead. 









Jana Novotna 


Zvereva upsets Novotna 
at Hilton Head tournament 


HILTON HEAD, South Caroli- 
na (R) — Natalia Zvereva upset 
fourth-seeded Czechoslovak Jana 
Novotna and Soviet compatriot 
Leila. Meskhi had top seed Martir 
na Navratilova on the brink of 
defeat when rain halted quarter- 
final play at the $500,000 Family 
Ciide Cup Tennis Tournament. 

The 15th-ranked Zvereva, 
seeded ei gh th, surprised herself by 
controlling the baseline duel for a 
7-6 64 win over the sixth-ranked 
Novotna. 

“I was glad to get a win against 
a top player,” said the inconsis- 
tent 19-year-old Soviet. “You 
never know what to expect from 
me. Sometimes I can be really 
lazy and sometimes it amazes me 
how I can play, winch is not 
often.” 

In other quarter-final play, 
second seed Gabriela Sabatini 
continued to dominate oppo- 
nents. The fourth-ranked Argen- 
tine crushed seventh seed Helena 
Sukova of Czechoslovakia 6-0 6-1 


in just 45 minutes. 

Sabatini ’s semifinal opponent 
will be third seed Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario of Spain, a 6-3 6-2 
winner over unseeded Italian 
Federica Bonsignori. 

But defending champion Nav- 
ratilova was on the verge of being 
upset as the ninth -seeded Meskhi 
prepared to serve for the match at 
54 of the third set when rain 
stopped play. 

Meskhi, who upset sixth seed 
Jennifer Capriati in the previous 
round for her first career win over 
a top-10 player, will take on 
Zvereva in the s emifinals if she 
can hold serve when her match 
with Navratilova resumes Satur- 
day morning. 

Zvereva let a 5-2 first set lead slip 
away when Novotna won her four 
successive games to lead 6-5. But 
Novotna foiled to hold serve for 
the set when the Soviet hit a 
forehand at the fourth seed's feet 
on break point to force a tieb- 
reak. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY APRIL 8, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: Get- 
ting in touch with some pretty 
influential persons happens more 
or less as an accident today but 
there are others who will want to 
claim the credit in exchange for 
some future favor. 

ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You are able to think out what to 
do but carrying through is a diffe- 
rent matter unless you make up . 
your mind early to carry it out. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Financial interests should be para- 
mount in your mind and if you 
avoid any heavy or hasty commit- 
ments and spend wisely this can be 
a good day. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can be ail over the place today 
unless you channel ycrar energies 
and your forces that your do those 
things that can bring you success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You feel you are very 
much imposed upon and need to 
.be less concerned with your own 
hurt personal feelings than with 
helping others. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
your day to be social without press- 
uring others to see and do things 
your way which would be a natural 
reaction to today's forceful 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now that you are interested in 
getting things done in the world of 
outside activity you would be wise 
to follow through with promises 
made. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
. 22) This is the day for you to seek 
aD kinds of new information that 
can be helping to you without 


having long time allies feel yon 
are deserting them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have all sorts of 
obligations to meet and that is all 
right excepting you may be too 
eager to get out from under then 
which would be most unwise. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is your time to 
-find out what-partners-expect-of 
you instead of trying to law down 
the law to them on how you want 
things done. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now you have lots of 
work of all kinds to do and you’d 
be wise if you pitch in and do it 
yourself without expecting those 
around to assist. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is the day for yon to 
have some very pleasant and happy 
moments during your spare time 
but you don't have to spend ail the 
money you have. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your own residence could be 
the scene of quite a donnybrook if 
you stir up any points of contention 
with members of your family for 
everyone is too sensitive. 

Today’s child: If your child were 
born today she or be maintamy a 
very practical nature and a secure 
structure of bis or her mental 
processes despite fabricated infer- 
ences to the contrary. This is the 
chart of a successful business per- 
son later in fife who will need to 
acquire special knowledge of real 
estate, building and construction. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel. ” What you make of your 
U& is largely op to you. 
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East-West 

deals. 


THE PERCENTAGE PLAV 
vulnerable. South opening bid. so 


WEST 
* Q 5 2 
' Q J 2 
••• A 8 5 
4* J 10 9 8 


NORTH 
4 J 4 

A K 10 9 8 

•: J 10 9 3 2 

* 7 

EAST 

* K 10 9 8 7 t, 

v 5 4 . 
v 4 

8 *6542 

SOUTH 

* A 3 
.'763 

KQ76 

* A K Q 3 


The bidding: 



South 

West- 

North 

East 

I V 

Pass 

1 T 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 :• 

Pass 

3 '* 

Pass 

4 

Pass 

4 9 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 9 . 
Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

6 ■. 

Pass 


Opening lead: Jack of * 

By and large, you don’t have to 
know the exact percentages to find 
the winning Gne. But once in a while 
a deal comes along, such as this 
hand from the World ‘Mixed Pairs 
Championship in Geneva. Switzer- 
land, where knowing the odds can 
pay off handsomely. 

North-South were using. 15-17 
points as their range for a no trump 


opening bid. so South’s jump to two 
no trump covered balanced hands of 
18-19. The five-spade response to 
Blackwood showed two aces and the 
king of trumps, and the result was a 
speculative slam that would have 
been much better had North’s ma- 
jor-suit knave been in hearts, rather 
than spades. 

Declarer won the- opening club 

lead in hand and immediately forced 
out the ace of trumps. The club 
return was won and a spade was 
sluffed from dummy. The outstand- 
ing trumps were drawn and declarer 
was faced with how to tackle the 
hearts. 

There were two possibilities: 
Cash a heart honor in the hope of 
finding East with a singleton honor, 
then finesse West twice for the re- 
maining honor; or play West for 
both honors by taking an immediate 
finesse. Playing East for a queen- 
jack doubleton was not a realistic 
option. 

Now you have to know your 
Odds. Taking two finesses against 
West offers a 22 percent chance of 
Success. Finding East with a single- 
ton honor occurs about 6 percent of 
the time. (A 4-1 break occurs just 
over 28 percent of the time, and two 
of the- 10 combinations are ger- 
mane.) So declarer led a low heart, 
finessed the eight and all was well. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 7, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) deeply upon anything that mysti- 

You certainly can get at the studies fies you and then let the answers 

of your choice to gain the under- come to the surface for you have 

sanding that can help you in the prohetic insight deep within, 
future but sidestep tempting plea- SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
sures. December 21) Let those who have 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 553 

Now you are able to find the means want to be moredoselyalhed with 

SfwhS to have a greater abund- them in some joint PTOjectlKW 

ance of the things that mean the and your position becomes 

most to you so expand your hori- stronger, 

zons today. CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) January 20) Make sure you^show 

Now there are a considerable num- t ^ osc who are 

bcr of personal objectives that can diat you serve their interests as 

ySmSmg asyou do not limit well as your own and they will be 

to So small S enviimnent. «ry much wuched ‘ 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to • AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
Julv 211 Think out what is best for 1?) You can have one of your 

you to do that can work up a better happiest of days so long as you 

understanding of what is important steer dear of a person is 

by meditation and concentration. unreliable and take no big risks for 

usual allies. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think iri ri 

over that social party you want to 20 10 I ^ an * 

give or that charming group that 20) You can entertain or relax at 

has for you to be more a part of your own residence and have a 

them in the future and deride what very happy day but be sure you 

you wjujl avoid an official or higher-up who 

^ _ , is in a touchy frame of mind. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September , , __ .... 

22) Your worldly position is not as Today s chfld: If your dtild were 
secure as you would Like to have it born today she. or be wp] have a 
so show today that you are a solid pretty difficult tune adjusting to 
citizen who does what is right by conditions as they exist m early life 
13 ms but with patience on your part as 

- . the parent etc. you will be able to 

■ LIBRA: (September 23 to October them the training that can be 

22) You have many new ideas that helpful to them and wiU bring 

are very good and so long as you |Q t slirface natural re- 
confine your activities to todays sponses. 
pursuits and to those dose at hand 

of diflerent views. “The stars impel, they do not 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- compel. ” What you make of your 
ber 21) Make a point to think Ufe is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



Tm going in there to find the roof 
repair bill. Bring me some bread 
crumbs to leave a trail!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one totter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

-mnrmm 

(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: FAINT POlSH ADMIRE MAYHEM 
Answer. The only thing a pessimist ever expects on a 
Sflver [Matter— TARNISH 


THE Daily Crossword by Thomas ’ 


ACROSS 
1 Neckpiece 
4 Goose and 
bad 

8 "... — and as 
good" 

(Lincoln] 

13 Journalist 
Bemsrein 

14 Fabled, loser 

15 Cogent 

16 Quote: Part I 

19 *’ — Is Born" 

20 Swallowed 

21 Stallone 

22 Fashion name 
24 Quote: Part V 
26 Ribbed cloth 

28 Census datum 

29 Vowel 

sequence 

30 Sulba” 

33 Different 

37 Quote: Pan li 

41 Karenina” 

42 Afr. animal 

43 Part of RSVP 

44 Indian 

47 Author of 
quote 

49 Quote: Part III 

53 Thailand once 

54 Wool wright 

55 Eau — 

57 Condescend 
60 Ouote: Part IV 

63 Dress shape 

64 Lab gel 

65 Upright: abbr. 

66 Tears 

67 Big Apple 
address 
letters 

68 Ogle 

DOWN 

1 Scrooge words 

2 Religious 
socie ty 
member 

3 Soluble -salt 

4 Querying 
Sounds 

5 Yawn 

6 Super! 

7 Alliance gp. 

8 Street 


|33 VU 139 |3S 


r 1 hr 


* JSSISPV MeS “ Services, in*. 

B >gM» FteHnw 

Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 
9 Cut through 

10 Shindig 

11 Passageway 

12 6/6/44 

13 Southern 
initials 

17 — monument 
to (honor) 

18 Orders for 
supplies: 
abbr. 

23 Blame taker 

25 The yoke's on 
them 

26 Seabird 

27 Small 
group 

29 OK city 

31 Sat as a 

32 Attemnt « £?. mp , le,e 64 Uplifting 

*7 *5 Puls In order device 

S3? Jt ij25 ( , old st Y' e 58 ffiSd of 
iV™/ 46 Indigenous dims 

» Tetoost S ££ 8n 58 Monger 

SmSSUi 51 — Ss-bS*^ SB"*, 1 " 01 

39 Work « Sr “: Bain8 51 Orcular. a 


□□au UQQQ 

□HQ LI Cl 130OQ 

ngananiaciaaaojcoa 
□aQ_aOHO □□□E 3 B 
ana qdd 
□aanaa oaaa 

QCH3BB- □□□ 
HGDBOiaQOQLjQQQirjEi 

□OB D0QDQ SoaS 

nr(l , BQODBEi 

□BET 0130 aiiiuinia 

□UllfJlI □□□□ HOD 

□Baa aagg ggnn 


48 Indigenous 

49 Game expert 
60 Actor Booth 

51 — les -Bains 

52 Squalid 


films 

58 Monster 

59 Time in CA 

61 Circular, abbr. 

62 Struggle 
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12 banks 
agree 
to lend 
Investcorp 


$250 


m 


BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain- 
based Investcorp E.C., which is 
owned by Gulf shareholders, said 
Monday 12 international banks 
had agreed to finance a $250 
minion loan for its main holding 
company in Luxembourg. 

The three-year Eurodollar loan 
facility for Investcorp S.A., was 
priced at 65 basis points per 
annum over the London Inter 
Bank Offered Rate, including the 
underwriting fee, the bank said in 
a statement. 

The loan, which is being coor- 
dinated by Bankers Trust Com- 
pany and J.P. Morgan, was in- 
creased to $250 million from an 
initially planned $200 million due 
to strong interest, the statement 
said. 

It was the fifth medium-term 
syndicated financing arranged by 
Investcorp in six years. 

Owned by shareholders in 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, Investcorp chan- 
nels private Arab investment into 
Western companies. 

Its 1990 net profit rose by 28 
per cent to a record $66.3 million 
despite the Golf crisis. 


U.S. study shows law 
protection level to jobless 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of Americans filing new 
unemployment claims jumped to 
the highest level in eight years 
last month, the government said 
in a report dampening hopes of a 
quick end to the recession. 

Meanwhile, a private study 
said a smaller percentage of job- 
less Americans received benefits 
in 1990 than during any other 
recession year since World War 

n. 

The bleak jobless claims data 
from the Labour Department 
showed applications topping a 
half-million for the third straight 
week. 

The separate study showing 
that only 37 per cent of the 
nation’s jobless received unem- 
ployment benefits last year 
brought renewed calls for the 
U.S. administration action. 

President George Bush needs 
to “take a trip beyond the belt- 
way and discover the naked truth 
about unemployment in 1991.” 
Tom Downey, who has intro- 
duced legislation to shore up the 
unemployment insurance system, 
said as the report came out. 

“These are human tragedies — 
working Americans and their 
femilies coping with the financial 
and psychological strains of un- 
employment," Downey said. 

His legislation would force 
states to ease eligibility requires, 
so more 1 aid-off workers could 
quality for assistance, and reinsti- 
tute the extended benefits prog- 
ramme, so that the unemployed 
people could receive benefits lon- 


ger than the current 26-week 
limit. 

With jobs so scarce, Downey 
and others have complained, 
Americans who get laid off need 
more than 26 weeks to find 
another source of income. 

As of February, more than 1.6 
million had lost their jobs since 
last Jane. 

The jobless claims report 
showed that 513,000 people filed 
new claims for the week ending 
March 23. It was the third straight 
.month that the number topped a 
half-million — a streak that had 
not happened in more than eight 
years. 

The 543,000 total was a 33,000 
increase over the previous week 
and the biggest one-week level 
since January 1988, the Labour 
Department said. 

The separate study on unem- 
ployment insurance said the 37 
per cent of jobless Americans 
receiving coverage last year was a 
record low for a year in which the 
U.S. economy was in a recession. 
“This low level of protection... is 
unparalleled,” the report said. 

During 1975, for instance, 
when the country also was in a 
recession, 75 per cent of the 
nation’s unemployed received be- 
nefits, the report said. 

The report is the latest in a 
string of criticisms of the unem- 
ployment insurance system, 
which was created in the 1930s as 
a cushion for jobless Americans 
during lean economic times and 
as a way to keep money flowing 
through the economy. 


India’s sugar exports may 
increase by 200,000 tonnes 


NEW DELHI (R) — India, faced 
with surplus sugar stocks and 
perilously low foreign exchange 
reserves, may export another 

200.000 tonnes of sugar in calen- 
dar 1991, a food and civil supplies 
ministry spokeswoman has said. 

“There are surplus stocks and 
we can export an additional 

200.000 tonnes. But no decision 
has been taken yet,” she said. The 


plan could push exports of the 
world's largest sugar producer to 
nearly 400,000 tonnes in 1991. 

The Indian Sugar Mills Asso- 
ciation (ISMA) said it was not 
aware of further moves to export. 

“We have not been told of any 
additional exports above the allo- 
cated 200,000 tonnes set (by gov- 
ernment) for this year,” S.S. 
Jain, secretary general of the 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, April 8, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


Sefi 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Demsdiemark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Bay 

677.0 681.0 
1191.8 1199.0 

400.2 402.6 

474.1 476.9 

118.3 119.0 


Japanese yen (for 1 00) 494.0 497.0 

Dutch 355.4 3573 

Swedish crown 111.0 111.7 

Italian Urn (for 100) 53.9 54.2 

Belgian franc (for 101 194.7 195.9 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.7620/30 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1542/47 

Canadian dollar 

1.6913GQ 

Deutscfaemarks 

1.9035/45 

Dutch guilders 

1.4285/92 

Swiss francs 

34.79/83 

Belgian francs 

5.7200/50 

French francs 

1253/1254 

Italian lire 

136.70/80 

Japanese yen 

6.0875/25 

Swedish crowns 

6.5770/20 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4830/80 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 358.70/358.20 

U.S. dollars 


Indian Sugar Mills Association, 
said in a telephone interview. 

“I am not sure you can find a 
market for the additional 
stocks... we are already selling at 
a loss each time,” be said. 

India was selling sugar at a loss 
because the sugar mills break- 
even cost was well above the $294 
a tonne sugar is currently fetching 
in the international markets. Jain 
said. 

He declined to elaborate ex- 
cept to say that the government 
and the mills split the loss even- 
ly- 

“I am not saying that we won’t 
take on additional stocks or furth- 
er losses (through exports), but I 
have to tell our people.” Jain 
said. 

India is pushing wheat and 
sugar exports to replenish foreign 
exchange reserves now hovering 
at about $2 billion, barely enough 
to pay for a month's imports. 
Western diplomats said. 

“It doesn't come as a surprise. 
There is too much stock around 
and it would bring in hard cash.” 
one said. 

India is expecting a record 
sugar harvest of 11.5 million ton- 
nes for the 1990-91 year 
(October/September), about 
500,000 tonnes more than the 
previous year. 


Saudis seen losing 
money on sale 
of jet fuel stocks 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia may 
only raise half of what it paid 
when it sells surplus jet fuel 
stocks amassed in. The expecta- 
tion of a prolonged ground battle 
in the Gulf war, oil industry 
sources say. 

“They (the Saudis) will get a 
beating on that, but storing the 
stuff also costs a lot,” a Gulf- 
based oil trader said, 

Saudi Arabia banned fuel ex- 
ports after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
last August and channelled all its 
jet fuel and diesel oil output to 
meeting the needs of the U.S. -led 
military coalition. 

The kingdom also bought jet 
feel and diesel from the spot 
market to boost stocks. 

Gulf-based traders estimate a 
tonne of jet kerosene cost Saudi 
Arabia around $45 in January 
including freight, due to high 
prices and strong demand at the 
time, but the product now fetches 
around $22 a tonne when sold out 
of the Gulf. 

The traders said it was difficult 
to estimate the amount of fuel 
spent by the allied forces during 
the Guff war. 

Saudi Arabia bought more 
than 1.1 million tonnes of jet fuel 
and gas oil in January from the 
spot market which it stored on 
land and on tankers moored 
offshore. 

Jet kerosene is used by fighter 
planes, turbine-powered warships 
and some tanks, while gas oil is 
the basis for diesel oil, used by 
land-based fighting and transport 


vehicles. 

The Saudi oil refining and 
marketing arm Samarec included 
in a sales tender issued last Tues- 
day 35,000 tonnes of JP-5, a 
highly specialised fuel used by the 
United States air force. 

“Guess who is going to buy the 
JP-5,” one trader said, suggesting 
the only possible buyer could be 
the U.S. air force. 

JP-5 was in extremely short 
supply in the Gulf after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait as the emirate 
had the only refineries capable of 
processing it in the region. 

The U.S. military shipped in 
supplies from Singapore and the 
Mediterranean. 

Since mid-March Samarec has 
issued tenders to sell a total 
300.000 tonnes of jet kerosene 
and 238,000 tonnes of gas oil. 

Traders said this could depress 
prices in the spot market as de- 
mand declines at the end of the 
northern hemisphere winter. 

“These tenders will not do any 
good to middle distillate (gas oil 
and kerosene) prices in April and 
May,” one oil trader said. 

However. Samarec has not yet 
■concluded any kerosene and gas 
oil supply contracts for the rest of 
1991 and the existing contracts 
expire at the end of April. 

As a result, some traders said 
the Saudi tenders for May 
should not push prices any lower. 

The traders said they did not 
know when Samarec will start 
discussions on new kerosene and 
gas oil contracts. 


Greek airline decides 
not to furlough workers 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Olym- 
pic Airways, Greece's national 
carrier, rescinded a decision to 
furlough 1.800 workers in ex- 
change for a one-year no-strike 
agreement. 

Newspapers said the Olympic 
Airways employees onion prom- 
ised not to call any strikes for one 
year. The union also said the 
1.800 workers will not seek over- 
time payments and will work on 
holidays without extra pay. 


Exact debt figures are not 
availabe because the state- 
controlled airline has not released 
an annual report since the end of 
1989. Airline officials regularly 
refuse to discuss the debt issue. 

Premier Constantine Mitsota- 
kis’ conservative government has 
said it is looking to privatise the 
debt-ridden airline. 


The 1,800 workers were to 
have been furloughed April 1 for 
a maximum three-month period 
as part of Olympic's efforts to deal 
with an accumulated debt of 
nearly $1 billion. 

Olympic Airways has also struck 
a deal with 3,500 workers, mostly 
technical support staff and 


ground crews, for pay cuts of 12.5 
per cent. About 3,000 pilots, 
co-pilots, flight attendants and 
engineers also agreed to similar 
salary cuts to avoid being fur- 
loughed. 

Olympic Airways, with an esti- 
mated 11,000 employees, had to 
reduce flights by 30 per cent in 
mid-January to help contain its 
debt. The reductions were not 
directly related to the war in the 
Gulf. 


HOUSEMAID NEEDED 

A housemaid needed for a small family. 

Call tel: 829617 


\ 0*> 


Cinema 


Tel: 625155 






Adel Imam — Mirvat Amin 
in 


TIT FOR TAT 

(Arabic) 


3:30, 8:30 p m. 


"Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 




Cinema Tel: 634144" 

PHILADELPHIA 


Duraid Laham — Madlin Tabar 

in 


Kafroon 


MICKEY ROURKE...IN 

APRAYERFOR 
THE DYING 


Show: 3:30, 8 JO, 1030 p.m. 


12:30. 3:30, 8:30, 10:30 




Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


\Z! 


Cinema 


BAT MAN 




PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


FUNNY FAMILY 


Show: 12 JO, 3:30. 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 


yf ^S ^Sfaow: 12^0. 3:15. &00. lfti 


10:00 p.m. 




Seoul lends 
Moscow 
$500 million 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
South Korea has signed an agree- 
ment to provide the Soviet Union 
with a $500 million commercial 
loan as part of a $3 billion econo- 
mic assistance package. 

The loan, provided by the 
Korea Development Bank and 
nine other commercial city banks, 
should be paid back over five 
years after a three-year grace 
period. 

It carries an annual interest 
rate of the London Inter Bank 
Offered Rate (LIBOR), which is 
a median rate for international 
loan payments, plus 1.25 per 
cent. 

It was the first South Korean 
loan provided under a S3 billion 
economic assistance package that 
Seoul has pledged to the Soviet 
Union. 

The Korean package includes 
$1 billion in commercial loans, 
$500 milli on for the purchase of 
Korean capital goods and $1.5 
billion in Export-Import Bank 
credit for imports of consumer 
goods from South Korea. 

South Korean officials said the 
remaining loans will be provided 
in the next two or three years.- 


Japan analysts see dollar 
a bit firmer by year- end 


TOKYO (R) — Economists in 
Tokyo, many taken by surprise 
by the dollar’s sudden surge, are 
warily forecasting the U.S. cur- 
rency will end the year somewhat 
above current levels but below 
last year's highs. 

“When we look at the econo- 
mic fundamentals, we can see a 
case for a stronger dollar, but not 
for the dollar panic that’s going 
on now,” said Robert Feldman, 
an economist at Salomon 
Brothers Asia Ltd. “By mid to 
late this year, the yen may be a 
bit weaker and the mark about 
where it is now” 

Expectations late last year that 
a U.S. economic recession and 
high Japanese interest rates 
would spell a weaker dollar have 
been turned on their head by 
rising confidence in a U.S. econo- 
mic recovery and growing pessim- 
ism about the costs of German 
unification. 

“All together, it’s been a com- 
plete reversal of what we 
thought,” said Nobuyuki Ueda. a 
senior economist at the Long- 
Term Credit Bank of Japan Ltd.” 
The question is. how long trill this 
persist? we don’t think it will 
continue as a steady and rapid 
yen fall/dollar rise.” 

Economists said they expected 
the dollar to finish 1991 above 
140 yen but below 150 yen and 
around 1.7000-1.8000 marks. 

That would be weU off Tokyo’s 
1991 intraday lows so far of 
127.40 yen and 1.5542 marks and 
dose to its 1990 Tokyo intraday 
high against the mark of 1.7332. 


However, it would also be well 
short of its 1990 intraday high 
here against the yen of 160.35. 

“We don’t see it rocket-fuelled 
to the 160-170 yen range,” said 
Peter Morgan, economist at 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd Secur- 
ities (Japan) Ltd. 

Discrepancies in U.S. and 
Japanese economic cycles and in 
world interest rates along with 
worries about the German eco- 
nomy and Soviet political unrest 
are behind expectations of a 
stronger dollar. 

“There will be a gentle 
weakening of the yen, mainly 

because of the discrepancy be- 
tween die U.S. and Japanese 
economies,” said Toshiaki Kaki- 
moto, chief economist at Sumito- 
mo Bank Ltd. "Japanese econo- 
mic growth will slow down from 
now on, and the U.S. economy, 
while not gainin g at such a steep 
pace, will bottom out and gam.” 

Probable interest rate differen- 
tials also point to a stronger 
dollar against the yen and die 
mark. 

Economists say the U.S. 
Federal Reserve Bank is likely to 
ease rates only a bit more before 
tightening monetary policy as the 
economy gathers steam. Japanese 
and German central bankers, 
meanwhile, are expected to ease 
later this year. 

Optimism about the U.S. eco- 
nomy may prove to be overdone. 
If renewed doubt about the 
strength of the U.S. recovery 
emerges later this year, it could 
undermine the dollar, economists 


said. 

“Disappointment about the 
U.S. economy and U.S. budget 
problems will probably come 
back to haunt the dollar,” said 
UBS Phillips and Drew Interna- 
tional Ltd economist Russel 
Jones. 

"The market is dreaming of a 
U.S. recovery, but its dream may 
have gone too far,” Kakimoto 
said. 

Pessimism about Germany and 
Soviet instability may also prove 
to be overblown. 

"Before, the market looked at 
unification as very positive, now 
it is solely concerned with the 
negative cost,” Ueda said. “But 
that may have gone too far.” 

“The point about the Soviet 
Union is that for all the psycholo- 
gical weight, the economic ties 
are not so great as to cause that 
much disruption to Western-eco- 
nomies if there is a crackdown," 
Feldman said. 

Japan’s economy is slowing but 
remains healthy. “Japan’s rela- 
tive economic performance is still 
looking good in terms of just 
about every indicator you’d care 
to name,” Jones said. 

A sharp dollar surge would also 
likely prompt more concerted 
central bank intervention, espe- 
cially since a dollar rise much 
beyond current levels would dam- 
pen U.S. exports and thus 
threaten a U.S. recovery. 

"Exports are critical to the 
U.S. recovery so the U.S. doesn’t 
want to see the dollar go up too 
much,” Kakimoto said. 


EC resigned to different stock 
systems in single ’92 market 


BRUSSELS (R) — After two 
months of study, the European 
C ommuni ty (EC) has conceded 
that the only way to get accord on 
a key single investment law is to 
permit vastly different systems of 
share trading and regulation after 
1992. 

A new investment services 
directive which' Luxembourg, 
current holder of the revolving 
EC presidency, wants Commun- 
ity finan ce ministers to endorse, 
says member states should be free 
to choose their system of trading 
provided this does not ' harm 
another member. 

“What Luxembourg is aiming 
for is a compromise where there 
is a land of competitive coexist- 
ence within the different market 
models.” said one EC diplomat 
involved in the bargaining. 

The plan has upset bankers in 
the 12 EC states by siding with 
those who want to keep restric- 
tions on stock exchange mem- 
bership after 1992. 

But it offers compromise be- 
tween the opposing camps in 
other key disputes — trading 
outside regulated markets and 
reporting requirements for stock, 
futures, options and bond trans- 
actions. 

“It is not a perfect solution,” 
said Jean Guiil, Luxembourg 


chairman of the group which has 
been trying to bridge the gap. 

It is trying to reconcile the 
more liberal approach of the 
northern European states — led 
by Britain — with the preference 
for tighter regulation in the 
south. 

The directive would extend to 
securities the “single passport” 
which from 1993 wfll allow banks 
approved in one member state to 
operate throughout the bloc. 

But it has been mired for 
months in the fighting between 


London and rivals oErthc conti- 
nent for supremacy in the EC 
securities markets after 1992. 

Finance ministers in February 
formed a group to examine the 
disputes. EC financial services 
commissioner. Sir Leon Brittan, 
has urged Britain. France and 
Germany to be flexible. 

The result is the Luxembourg 
plan winch Girill hopes will be the 
basis of a deal by the end of its 
EC presidency on June 30. 

The plan has angered bankers 
by suggesting member states 
could stop banks from joining 
stock exchanges or other reg- 
ulated markets unless they estab- 
lish a specialised subsidiary. The 
restrictions would be reviewed by 
the end of 1995. 

It also says a majority of coun- 


tries could accept a delicate ba- 
lance between foe demand of the 
southern countries far a0 trading 
to be concentrated on regulated 
markets, and the northern coun- 
tries insistence on the investors' 
right to choose over-the-counter 
markets such as London’s SEAQ 
share market. 

On the issue of reporting re- 
quirements, Luxembourg has 
--suggested that within 24 hours of 
a transaction in securities, future, 
options and some bonds a dec- 
- - -iarafion be made tonational reg- 
^fifaiors listing the amourit.date, 
and hour of the transaction and 
the investment house. 

But Gifi said Luxembourg in- 
. tends to exempt the Eurobond 
market from the plan and to 
allow for aggravated reporting of 
some other bond transactions be- 
cause they, are traded within a 
small circle of professional firms. 

This follows a complaint from 
the London-based Association of 
International Bond Dealers that 
the reporting requirements for 
bonds in earlier drafts of the law 
were too onerous. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


WANTS) FOR RENT 


SEMI -FURNISHED, OR FULLY FURNISHED VILLA (AMERICAN STYI£) . 
UPSTAIRS: 4 BEDROOMS WITH LEVINS AREA. 

DOWNSTAIRS: LARGE LIVING AREA, MAID'S BEDROOM. 

AREAS: SHEMISANI - ABDOUN - SWEFTEH - UM UTEHNA - TLA' AL-ALI. 
PLS CALL 629571 EXT: 106 ON M3NQAY APRIL 8, AM) TUESDAY APRIL 9 
BETWEEN 09:00 a*m - 13:00 a.m. 




WANTED IMMEDIATELY 

Two live-in maids, excellent salary 
according to qualifications. 

Tel No.: 815662 


FOR SALE 

ALPHA ROMEO, mode! 1983, Giuletta 1600 cc, white 
colour, tinted glass, aluminum wheel. In very good 
condition. 

Price: JD 5,000 net 
Contact tel: 892169 (9:00 a.m.-2:Q0p.m.) 


— , 


J oofiLutlj UiLu L&jlU ojj&fco HSUJ 

- Cti i X l £a Jjitl 

1AVAYY 


MAID WANYED 

to take care of a baby and do house work. Sleep-in essential. 

Tel: 687822 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 


Located in Sweifieh, near Olympia Hotel. 

American system: Two stories — consisting of three bedrooms, 
three bathrooms, two kitchens, living room, two salons and 
dining room. The rental la annual only. 


Interested call 814391 



Jerusalem Jewel 
Hotel 


Jerusalem Jewel Hotel welcomes visitors and groups for a 
comfortable stay in Jordan. The hotel is situated in Abdali 
area and consists of 18 double-occupancy rooms, each 
with a telephone and a bathroom. 

Restaurant, lounge and parking are available. Very 
reasonable prices for groups. 

For Information call; 823725, 622057 and 649482. 


^ FOR SALE 

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT: AMMAN 


For example: 

* 15/20 tonne Mobile Crane (1500 hours use only) ' 

* 1 Excavator and Accessories (171 hours only) 

J 350KVA Generators (Cummins) 

* CAT 950 Excavator (2000 hours use only) 

* Poclain 75p Excavator (1300 hours use only) 

* Arbau Batching Plant (PB 35Z) - 35cu.m. per hour 

* Together with Fork Uts. Dumpers, Compressors. Concrete 
Mixers, Lighting Touws, Workshop Machinery,, etc., etc., 

fr Alaa Scaffolding, Trench Sheeting, Formwork Supports 
Roadforms, Small Tools, etc., etc.. 

Can be viewed at our workshop In Amman 
Plaasa telephona (6) 732195 for ippolrrtroem 
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De Klerk rejects ultimatum; 
whites arrested at ANC march 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
President F.W. De Klerk angrily 
rejected demands he curb black 
faction fighting or face a break- 
down in talks to end apartheid, as 
police reported Saturday two 
more deaths in the ongoing vio- 
lence. 

“Unfortunately, it appears as if 
the ANC is trying to draw politic- 
al gain from this situation." De 
Klerk said late Friday. 

.Earlier, the group in its tough- 
est threat yet vowed to suspend 
talks unless De Klerk takes steps 
to end township violence, includ- 
ing firing the ministers of defence 
and law and order. 

De Klerk's negative response 
seemed likely to increase tensions 
between the two sides and delay 
formal negotiations on ending 
white-minority rule. 

Also Saturday, an explosion 
ripped through a bus that was to 
carry ANC members to a march 
to press for another demand, the 
release of political prisoners. No 
one was injured. 


Police arrested right-wing 
leaders for tTying to disrupt 
another ANC rally. They in- 
cluded Piet Rudolph, who was 
recently freed from prison under 
a government amnesty for politic- 
al prisoners. 

Right-wingers oppose De 
Klerk’s plan to end apartheid and 
his almost year-long talks with 
ANC leaders. 

The ANC says the issue of 
township violence is the greatest 
threat to the negotiations. It de- 
manded Friday that De Klerk 
take action to end the bloodshed, 
including tiring Defence Minister 
Magnus Maian and Law and 
Order Minister Adriaan Ylok. 

The ANC threatened to sus- 
pend the talks if its demands are 
not met by May 9. 

In response, De Klerk late 
Friday denied allegations that the 
government was not doing 
enough to bring about peace. He 
accused the ANC of coming up 
with new demands “now that we 
are entering the strait of remov- 


ing obstacles’* to negotiations on 
a new constitution. 

Most violence has involved 
supporters of the ANC and its 
main rival, the Inkatha Freedom 
Party. The ANC has often ac- 
cused security forces of siding 
with the conservative Inkatha 
group. 

In the latest unrest, police said 
Saturday a man was stabbed and 
Indeed to death overnight in 
Soweto outside Johannesburg. 
Three more men were injured in 
the township when they were 
attacked by a mob with axes. 

In Natal province, a man was 
killed and four were wounded 
when a group fired on them. The 
report had no other details. 

In Krugers dorp, west of Johan- 
nesburg, police said the explosion 
in a bus that was to cany about 60 
ANC members from a black 
township to the Krugersdorp 
Prison blew out windows of near- 
by homes. 

There was no claim of responsi- 
bility. 


58 killed in Sri Lankan fighting 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — 
At least 58 people were killed 
Friday in fighting between gov- 
ernment forces and Tamil rebels 
in strife-tom northern and east- 
ern Sri Lanka, military officials 
said Saturday. 

The victims including 17 secur- 
ity personnel. 37 rebels and four 
civilians. 

Officials said the Tamil Tiger 
rebels, seeking independence for 
the Tamil minority in predomi- 
nantly Sinhalese Sri Lanka, were 
stepping up attacks in response to 
recent military successes. 

“The rebels have started 
attacking in several different 
places, possibly trying to divert 
attention." a senior military offi- 
cial said on condition of anonym- 
ity. 


Rebels ambushed a military pat- 
rol in Panchchankeni village in 
the eastern Batticaloa district and 
shot to death 11 soldiers, and 
troops from a nearby military 
camp killed 12 rebels in a coun- 
terattack, the officials said. 

At least 25 guerrillas were be- 
lieved to have been killed in an 
assault on a rebel hideout at 
Nanathan village in northeastern 
Mannar district, they said. 

“A large number of blood- 
stains in tire bunkers indicated 
rebel casualties." said one offi- 
cial. The rebels normally carry 
away their slain comrades. 

Hie soldiers seized grenades, 
explosives, gas masks and combat 
uniforms from the Tiger bunkers. 

In another attack Friday, re- 
bels blew up an army truck in the 


Kennedy nephew named 
as suspect in alleged rape 


PALM BEACH, Honda (R) — 
Police said Friday that William 
Kennedy Smith, a nephew of 
Massachusetts Senator Edward 
Kennedy, was a suspect in the 
alleged rape of a woman at the 
Kennedy's estate here last Satur- 
day. 

“The suspect (named by the 
alleged victim) in this alleged 
sexual battery is William Smith, a 
white male. 30 years old from 
Washington. D.C.,” police 
spokesman Craig Guakel said at 
a hastily called press conference. 

He declined to provide any 
more information. 

“All we can say is we’ve identi- 
fied this particular suspect os a 
suspect and that’s all I can elabo- 
rate on at this time,” Gunkel 
said. 

Smith has previously denied 
any involvement in the incident. 

A 29-year-old Honda woman 
alleged that she was raped at the 
Kennedy family compound here 
last Saturday morning. 

The woman told police she met 
Smith. Senator Edward Ken- 
nedy', and his son. Patrick Ken- 
nedy. at a bar and was invited to 
the Kennedy estate for a few 
more cocktails. 

The police confirmation that 
Smith was a suspect in the case 
came soon after a circuit conn 
judge ruled that the Palm Beach 
Police Department had the right 
to keep information about their 
investigation secret. 

Lawyers representing two 
newspapers and a television sta- 


tion had asked circuit court Judge 
Richard Oftedal to force Palm 
Beach police to make public de- 
tails of their investigation, charg- 
ing there was an attempt to cover- 
up the probe simply because it 
involved the Kennedys, the coun- 
try’s best known political dynas- 
ty- 

The judge ruled that release of 
the information to possible wit- 
nesses or suspects in the case 
could hamper investigators. 

Reporters and photographers 
from Europe and across America 
have descended on this wealthy 
resort, scrambling for details on 
another potential scandal involv- 
ing the Kennedy family. 

The woman has taken the un- 
usual step of hiring her own team 
of lawyers to monitor police prog- 
ress in the case. 

According to a brief statement. 
Smith's Washington attorney. 
Mark P. Scnapp. has refused to 
allow his client to speak to inves- 
tigators. 

In Washington Senator Ken- 
nedy released a statement that 
said “being named a suspect does 
not mean one has committed an 
offence. When all the facts come 
out, I*m confident Willie will be 
vindicated.*’ 

Sergeant Bill Atkinson, the 
lead investigator in the case, said 
it was now up to the district 
attorney's office to decide on 
their plan of action, which he said 
could possibly include either a 
subpoena or an arrest warrant for 
Smith. 


Los Angeles City Council 
welcomes back police chief 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Los 
Angeles Civ Council has cleared 
the way for the city's police chief, 
Daryl Gales, to return to work as 
early as next week, despite hav- 
ing been relieved of his command 
just 24 hours ago over the con- 
troversial police beating of a 
black man. 

The council, in a 10-3 vote, 
ordered the dry attorney to settle 
a lawsuit Gates's lawyers have 
said they will file Monday to 
overturn his enforced leave of 
absence. 

Gates. 64, was put on paid 
leave from his $l6S,000-a year 
post Thursday by the dry’s Police 
Commission, which is looking 
into what is called serious allega- 
tions of mismanagement against 
Gates concerning the beating. 

An amateur cameraman 
sparked a furore a month ago 
when he videotaped white Los 
Angeles policemen beating and 
lacking a black man more than 50 
times after a car chase. 

No charges have been tiled 
against the badly-injured man. 
but four policemen have been 
charged with assault. 

The case has gripped the Un- 
ited States public, fuming police 
brutality into something of a 
cause celeb re. 

Gates, whose leave was sup- 


posed to last for at least 60 days, 
called the incident an aberration. 
The rity of Los Angeles, howev- 
er. was estimated to have paid a 
record Si 1.3 million last year to 
resolve lawsuits alleging police 
misconduct, such as excessive 
force. 

Under a proposed legal settle- 
ment which the dty attorney will 
now agree to, the Police Commis- 
sion. which is appointed by 
Mayor Tom Bradley, will be 
ordered by a court to reverse its 
suspension. 

City attorney James Hahn 
Gates could rerurn to being 
police chief within a matter of 
days. 

The controversy has divided 
the city into Gates supporters, 
including police and conservative 
groups, and people who say 
Gates must go, headed by Brad- 
ley and including black and other 
community activists. 

Bradley said he was concerned 
the council action could set a 
precedent. “This matter should 
be derided by the courts, not by 
the politicians," he said. 

Police officers, some of whom 
wore black ribbons over then- 
badges. normally a sign of 
mourning, for Gates, claimed Fri- 
day he had been virtually placed 
under house arrest 


northeastern Trin com alee dis- 
trict. killing an officer and a 
soldier, the officials said. Six sol- 
diers were injured. 

In the same district, rebels shot 
to death three Muslim women 
and a child as they were bathing 
in a river in Mollipathana village. 
Two soldiers on guard duty at the 
village also were shot to death. 

A soldier and a police com- 
mando were fatally shot in sepa- 
rate incidents by Tiger rebels in 
the eastern province, the officials 
said. 

Meanwhile, the death toll of 
Sinhalese fishermen killed by Ti- 
ger rebels in an attack in Trinco- 
malee district Wednesday was be- 
lieved to have risen to 27, officials 
said. 


Former 
Haitian 
president 
released 
from jail 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (R) 
— A court has ordered the re- 
lease of former Haitian Pro- 
visional President Ertha Trouillot 
from jail, one day after the 47- 
year-old former judge was 
arrested and charged with partici- 
pating in a January coup. 

Government prosecutor 
Anthony Alouidor told Reuters 
the court decided to free Tro ail- 
lot, provided she did not leave 
the capital dty or Haiti until she 
is cleared of the charges. 

“Mrs. Trouillot has always 
come to the hearings when sum- 
moned and has not tried to leave 
the country as others have,'* 
Alouidor said. “We are confident 
that if we need to question her in 
the future, she will come.” 

Trouillot was arrested Thurs- 
day at her home in Port-Au- 
Prince and charged with being an 
accomplice in an unsuccessful 
Jan. 6 coup carried out by Roger 
Lafontant, a former interior 
minister and reputed head of the 
Tontons Macoutes militia under 
the Duvalier family dictatorship. 

Lafontant, who staged the 
coup to prevent elected President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide from tak- 
ing office in February, has since 
said that Trouillot willingly hand- 
ed over power to him. 

“We will closely observe the 
judiciary procedures involving 
her." the statement said, adding 
that Trouillot demonstrated '‘per- 
sonal courage "on the night of 
Jan. 6 when she was taken hos- 
tage and held at gunpoint. 

Aristide, in remarks broadcast 
on radio, said he supported tire 
court's derision to release Trouil- 
lot. 

“I suffered when I learned that 
Mis. Trouillot had been brought 
under arrest but I had to respect 
the judiciary's derision,” Aristide 

said. 

The president also said that 
prosecutors would continue an 
inquiry into the Jan. 6 coup “and 
continue tracing government 
funds that disappeared during 
Trouillot’s term in office." 

Trouillot served as interim 
president of the Caribbean nation 
for one year until democratic 
elections were held and Aristide 
was sworn i a as president. 

Her tenure in office was 
marked by a stormy relationship 
with Haiti's Council of State, an 
interim group of lawmakers who 
criticised Trouillot for failing to 
arrest and prosecute several key 
Duvalierists, including Lafon- 
tant. 

Trouillot and 300 other former 
government employees were bar- 
red from leaving Haiti pending an 
investigation into missing govern- 
ment funds. 


But Friday, a pamphlet from 
the right-wing group '‘White 
Wolves” had threatened to 
violently disrupt the Krugersdorp 
march, one of five planned 
nationwide to demand freedom 
for political prisoners. 

In Pretoria, north of Johannes- 
burg, two right-wing leaders and 
about 10 supporters were 
arrested after they refused to 
leave a square where the ANC 
planned to begin a inarch. 

Those arrested included 
Eugene Terre ’Blanche, leader of 
the Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment, and Rudolph, leader of the 
Order of the Boers, an extreme 
right-wing group. Rudolph, freed 
from prison last month, bad been 
accused of stealing weapons from 
air force headquarters in Pretoria 
last year. 

The ANC march went on as 
planned. 

The government agreed in Au- 
gust to release political prisoners, 
but the ANC says it is not 
moving swiftly enough. 


Bhutto vows 
not to quit 
politics 

KARACHI (R) — Pakistani 
op p os i t i on leader Benazir Bhutto 
says tire government wants her to 
give up politics but she will never 
do it. 

“I will never quit politics," the 
former prime minister toJd a rally 
of her Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) outside Karachi on Friday 
night. 

She said she was facing all sorts 
of pressures to give up politics 
from members of the ruling Isla- 
mic Democratic Alliance (IDA) 
whom sire called remnants of late 
President Mohammad Zia U1 
Haq's martial law government. 

“If I can face martial law, I can 
confront its remnants as well," 
she told the rally at a village 32 
kilometres east of Karachi. 

Bhutto became the Muslim 
world’s first elected woman lead- 
er in December 1988 after 11 
years of military-led rule and was 
dismissed by President Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan 20 months later on 
disputed charges of abuse of pow- 
er. 

In the past Bhutto has said 
authorities had suggested to her 
that she leave the country after 
her sacking on Aug. 6 last year, a 
charge denied by government 
spokesmen. 

She is facing eight -charges of 
abuse of power before special 
tribunals and her jailed husband 
Asif Ali Zardari is facing more 
than a dozen charges, including 
those of conspiring to murder. 

“When I refused to leave the 
country, repression was let loose 
on my party leaders, workers, 
family members and myself,” 
Bhutto said. 

“My party leaders are facing 
mass arrests, kidnapping, mur- 
ders and all sorts of threats,” she 
added. 

She said authorities had framed 
false cases against her to force her 
to leave the country. “I will not 
leave my country.” 

Bhutto had earlier lived in self- 
exile in Europe before returning 
in 1986 to campaign against Zia, 
who died in a still unexplained 
plane crash in August 1988. 

She said the government was 
afraid of her because masses sup- 
ported her. “Otherwise, there is 
no reason for them to be afraid of 
a woman. In an effort to cut the 
masses' support they have laun- 
ched a malicious propaganda 
campaign." 

The PPP-led People's Demo- 
cratic Alliance blamed its 
crushing defeat in last October’s 
election on alleged rigging by an 
IDA-led interim government in- 
stalled by Ishaq fOian after sack- 
ing Bhutto. The government de- 
nies tire rigging charge. 



India, Pakistan sign pacts 


to check war threat 

NEW DELHI (R) — India and biggest-ever war gama m the 
Pakistan signed military security northern state of Punjab, promp- 
agreements Saturday aimed at ting Pakistan t° rush troops an 
nrpvpntinp a fourth war between armour to the border. 


John Tower 

Sen. Tower, 
22 others 
killed in 
plane crash 

ATLANTA (R) — Former Texas 
Senator John Tower, his daugh- 
ter, and a U.S. astronaut were 
among 23 people killed Friday 
when a twin-engine commuter 
aircraft crashed at Brunswick, 
Georgia. 

Brunswick Airport authorities 
said there were no survivors 
aboard the Atlantic Southeast 
Airlines plane which crashed 
shortly before landing at the air- 
port. 

Larry Nelson, a spokesman for 
Tower’s Dallas law firm. Tower, 
Eggers and Greene, Consultants 
Inc, said the firm had confirmed 
that Tower was on the plane and 
was dead. 

Nelson said Tower, a former 
Senate Armed Services Commit- 
tee chairman and President 
George Bush's first choice to 
become his secretary of defence, 
was travelling with his 34-year- 
old daughter Marian. 

The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration also re- 
ported that Manley “Sonny” Car- 
ter, an astronaut who flew a 
shuttle mission for the U.S. De- 
fence Department in 1989, was 
also on the flight. 

The space agency informed the 
crew of shuttle Atlantis, currently 
orbitting the Earth, of Carter’s 
death. 

Federal Aviation Authority 
(FAA) spokesman Lee Duncan 
said the plane crashed while mak- 
ing its final approach to Bruns- 
wick Airport at the end of a flight 
from Atlanta with 20 passengers, 
a crew of two pilots and one flight 
attendant. 

Bush said Friday that the death 
of Tower was a tragic loss and 
that he was saddened by it. 

“I am so sorry about that, so 
sad,” Bush told reporters during 
a visit to Universal Studios where 
he was participating in the taping 
of a television show. 

"It is a tragic loss. I started 
with John Tower in politics in 
Texas 30 years ago. We were 
friends then and remained friends 
until this very moment. It's a sad 
day.” Bush said. 


NEW DELHI (R) — India and 
Pakistan signed military security 
agreements Saturday aimed at 
preventing a fourth war between 
the two neighbours. 

One agreement on preventing 
air space violations would permit 
overflights and landing of militry 
aircraft in each other’s territory. 
Another provides for advance 
notice of troop movements and 
military exercises, India’s Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement. 

The agreements were signed by 

Indian Foreign Secretary Much- 
kund Dubey and Pakistani Fore- 
ign Minister Shahary ar Khan, af- 
ter military commanders worked 
out the <fetaik in meetings earlier 
this week in Delhi. 

India and Pakistan have 
already pledged not to attack 
each other’s nuclear installations 
since tire foreign ministers began 
a dialogue on oonfideoce-bniklmg 
measures last July. 

Tbe two armies have fought 
artillery duels and skirmishes re- 
cently along a 1,400 kilometres 
ceasefire line that divides the 
disputed Himalayan territory of 
Kashmir. 

Pakistan denies frequent Indi- 
an accusations that it arms and 
shelters Kashmiri mili tants fight- 
ing for independence or merger 
with Pakistan in the two-thirds of 
Kashmir ruled by India. 

The ministers have extended 
their talks in Delhi for another 
day to thrash oat other differ- 
ences. particularly over Kashmir, 
a Foreign Ministry source said. 

Protesters burnt effigies of In- 
dian and Pakistani leaders in the 
territory’s summer capital Srina- 
gar Friday night during a general 
strike protesting that Kashmiris 
were not represented at the talks 
in Delhi. 

The strike was called by the 
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front, the most prominent of a 
dozen militant groups battling 
200,000 Indian security forces de- 
ployed in Jammu and Kashmir , 
India's only Muslim-majority 
state. 

Two of the three wars India 
and Pakistan have fought since 
both became independence in 
1947 have been over Kashmir and 
the revolt there brought them to 
the brink of a fourth last year. 

In 1986, India staged its 



Meanwhile, two Swedish en- 
gineers spent a seventh day in 
captivity after they were kidnap- 
ped last Sunday by the Muslim 
Janbaz (Crusader) Force (MJF). 

The group, one of the best- 
armed of the militant outfits, said 
it had so demands for tire ransom 
of Johan Jansson and OUe Loman 
other than to call tbe world's 
attention to their cause. 

An MJF spokesman said in a 
call to an tnternatinal news agen- 
cy that the brother and mother of 
one of the group’s political lead- 
ers had been picked up by author- 
ities and told they would be freed 
when the Swedish engineers were 
released. 

Kashmiri police had no im- 
mediate comment on the claim. 

More than 2,400 people have 
been killed since the campaign in 
Indian-ruled Kashmir became an 
open revolt 15 months ago. 

India’s president Saturday dis- 
missed the elected government of 
Haryana state, which is ruled by 
tbe son of the deputy prime 
minister, and put it under central 
rule, Indian news agencies re- 
ported. 

President Ramaswamy Venk- 
ataraman dismissed Haryana’s 
16-day state government on the 
recommendation of Prime Minis- 
ter Chandra Shekhar’s cabinet 
after Om Prakash Chautala, son 
of Deputy Prime Minister Devi 
Lai, lost his majority in tbe state 
assembly. 

Haryana, a highly volatile state 
which has changed chief minister 
five times in tbe past 18 months, 
became tbe fifth Indian state to 
fall under central rule as the 
country beads towards a general 
election next month. 

Lai, a burly, 76-year-old 
peasant leader, told reporters af- 
ter a cabinet meeting Friday night 
that he agreed with the decision 
to sack his son in the interest of 
“maintaining healthy democratic 
traditions." 

Chautala, who was chief minis- 
ter of Haryana three times, is 
general secretary of the ruling 
Janata Dal (Socialist) Party. His 
father is the president. 


35 dead, 750 injured by 
strong earthquake in Peru 


NUEVA CAJAMARCA, Peru 
(R) — Residents of this remote 
town in northeastern Peru held 
wakes for their loved ones and 
braced for more aftershocks fol- 
lowing a powerful earthquake left 
at least 28 dead and hundreds 
injured. 

Victims of the quake, which 
shook the region with an intensity 
of 6.2 cm tbe Richter scale shortly 
before midnight Thursday, slept 
on mattresses in die streets and 
built makeshift homes with sheets 
around the main square. 

It was tbe second time in less 
than year that a strong earth- 


quake struck the region in 
Moyobamba, which lies along a 
fault in Peru’s Amazon jungle 
near the Brazilian border. Over 
100 people died in the tremor last 
May. 

In die capital Lima, civil de- 
fence spokesman Colonel Ludo 
Segarra said latest reports 
showed 28 dead and 347 injured. 

Civil Defence chief General 
Manuel Pancorbo and an aide of 
Acting President Maximo San 
Roman travelled to the region in 
a plane with ten tonnes of medi- 
cine, food, and other aid. 


Shuttle crew prepare for major tasks 


HOUSTON (R) — The space 
shuttle Atlantis sailed smoothly 
along Saturday as its five astro- 
nauts prepared for the deploy- 
ment a 17-tonne space observa- 
tory and the first U.S. spacewalk 
since 1985. 

Tbe four men and one woman 
aboard tbe shuttle have to test 
spacesuits and lower the cabin 
pressure in preparation for the 
two primary tasks of their five- 
day mission. 

NASA flight controllers re- 
ported virtually no problems 
aboard the Atlantis, which lifted 
off flawlessly from Cape 
Canaveral, Florida, Friday. 

“Everything has remained 
quiet here on the planning shift. 
Flight directors are not working 
any major anomalies (prob- 
lems),” NASA Flight Commen- 
tator Pam Ailoway said just be- 


fore the astronauts were 
awakened early Saturday while 
their spacecraft cruised over the 
Pacific Ocean. 

An alarm indicating water in 
tire shuttle cabin sounded shortly 
after tbe crew started moving 
around Saturday morning, but 
flight Commander Steve Nagel 
reported that no water was to be 
found. Ground controllers 
thought it might have been 
touched off by tbe astronauts 
using tbe toilet. NASA spokes- 
woman Barbara Schwartz said. 

Tbe crew is scheduled to test 
the space suits that two of them, 
mission specialists Jerry Ross and 
Jay Apt. will use on Monday on 
the first American spacewalk 
since December, 1985. 

The crew iH also keep the suits 
close at hand to venture out into 


space if a problem crops up dur- 
ing the Sunday deployment of the 
gamma ray observatory. 

The cabin pressure has to be 
lowered to match that of the 
spacesuits in case the astronauts 
must move quickly to assist with 
the observatory launch. 

The S6 17-million gamma ray 
observatory, which is one of the 
heaviest payloads ever put into 
space aboard the shuttle, will be 
placed in orbit 450 kilometres 
above Earth and will be used by 
scientists to look for sources of 
ultra high-frequency radio waves 
called gamma rays. 

Gamma rays, which are not 
visible from foe Earth’s surface, 
are thought to hold secrets about 
tbe origin of the universe and the 
formation of heavy metal ele- 
ments. 


Hurd visit fails to bring agreement on Hong Kong airport 


PEKING (AP) — British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd said 
Saturday that he and Chinese 
leaders in three days of talks 
failed to agree on plans to build a 
new Hong Kong airport. 

“It was not possible to reach 
full agreement” on the airport 
dispute or on Hong Kong’s finan- 
cial stability after 1997, when tbe 
British colony reverts to Chinese 
rule. Hurd said. 

Hurd told a news conference 
his talks with Premier Li Peng. 
Communist Party chief Jiang 
Zemin. Foreign Minis ter Qian 
Qichen and other officials. 

Hurd failed to win China's sup- 
port for Hong Kong's plan to 
build the multi billion -dollar air- 
port, despite agreeing to include 
China in decision-making even 
before it regains control of Hong 
Kong. 

“Where important matter 
straddles 1997 ... we shaD wel- 
come C hines e views and take 
account of them where we can. I 
believe this is a position which is 


reasonable," he said. 

China and Hong Kong have 
been at odds since Hong Hong 
announced last year that it plans 
to build a new $16.2-biiIion air- 
port and port. The existing air- 
port quickly is reaching capacity. 

China was angered that it was 
not consulted, saying it should 
have a voice in decision-making 
that will affect Hong Kong after 
1997. Peking considers the air- 
port plans too extravagant but 
has not said what price tag it 
considers reasonable. 

Chinese backing is crucial for 
getting private investors to help 
fond the project. 

Several rounds of Hong Kong- 
Chinese talks on the airport en- 
ded in stalemate, and Hurd’s visit 
was viewed as a last chance to 
reach a compromise. 

But Hurd said his task “has 
proved difficult,” and was able to 
report only that “we cleared away 
some quite serious misunder- 
standings.” 

He said several points of dis- 


agreement remained, including 
China's concern that building the 
airport will deplete Hong Kong’s 
coffers by tbe time Peking regains 
control of the territory. 

Hurd refnsed to give other 
details. 

Also at issue is political control 
of Hong Kong during the last 
years of British rule. China has 
appeared in recent months to be 
seeking de facto joint rule of the 
colony with its open opposition of 
the airport project, intervention 
in a Hong Kong far mlan d dispute 
and criticism of Hong Hong law 
enforcement. 

But Hurd said, “I was assured 
on more than one occasion that 
China seeks no control over the 
decision-taking between now and 
1997." 

' Hurd said be also raised human 
rights issues, specifically asking 
about the cases of four Hong 
Hong residents imprisoned in 
Chirm for trying to help political 
activists escape the country after 
Peking’s 1989 military crackdown 



Douglas Hard 

on a massive pro-democracy 
movement 

Hurd said his remarks “were 
courteously received" but “not 
accepted." He left Saturday 
afternoon for a mountain- 
climbing expedition in eastern 
Shandong province, and flies to 
Hong Kong on Monday. 


Spanish becomes 
sole official 
language 
of Puerto Rico 

SAN JUAN (AP) — In a cere- 
mony steeped in cultural pride, 
Gov. Rafael Hernandez Colon 
has signed into law a body con- 
tested bill making Spanish the 
sole official language of Puerto 
Rico. The measure revokes a 
1902 law designating both English 
and Spanish as official languages. 
Addressing more than 2,000 in- 
vited guests at San Juan's Centre 
For the Performing Arts, Her- 
nandez Colon called tbe new law 
a historic measure that will pre- 
serve Puerto Rico's centuries-old 
Spanish heritage. Some critics 
have said the real purpose of tbe 
Sp anish -only law is to solidity 
congressional opposition against 
admitting Puerto Rico as the 51st 
U.S. state. A bill pending in the 
U.S Congress would allow Puerto 
Rico to bold a referendum this 
year on whether to remain a 
co mm onwealth, become a state, 
or break away to form an inde- 
pendent nation. It is now stalled 
in the U.S. Senate with little hope 
of approval. During his speech, die 
governor also emphasised the im- 
portance of expanding English 
fluency among the Caribbean is- 
land’s 3.6 million residents. Few- 
er than 25 per cent are fully 
bilingual in Spanish and English, 
“Today, we proclaim with pride 
that the language of this vanguard . 
culture is Spanish, but we also 
reaffirm that to master English is 
of vital importance to the Puerto 
Rican people," the governor 
said. Among the speakers was 
Manuel Alvar Lopez, president 
of the Spanish Royal Academy in 
Madrid. His counterparts from 
Venezuela, Colombia and the 
Dominican Republic also 
attended. The House of Repre- 
sentatives, by a vote of 32-10, 
gave final legislative approval to 
the Spanish-only bill. Although 
the new law is politically explo- 
sive, it is unlikely to have much 
practical effect. Most Puerto 
Rican government business 
already is conducted in Spanish. 
U.S. government agencies and 
the federal courts will continue to 
use, English. 

Manatee rescued 
from nuclear 
plant pond 

HUTCHINSON ISLAND, Flor- 
ida (AP) — A manatee who 
eluded rescue from a nuclear 
plant cooling pond for two 
months was netted. Natalie, as 
the 1,200-pound (540- 
kflogrammes) sea mammal was 
nicknamed, was discovered on 
Feb. 1 at the St. Lucie Nuclear 
Plant after apparently being suck- 
ed into tbe pond through a large 
pipe extending into the ocean. 
After evading rescuers on five 
occasions, she was finally sur- 
rounded with a 400-foot (120- 
metre) shark net and pulled 
ashore, apparently in good 
health. She will be released into 
tbe ocean. About 1,200 of tbe en- 
dangered manatees remain in 
Florida’s coastal and inland wa- 
ters. 

Con artists use 
phone to cash in 
on recession 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Con 
artists are cashing in on the reces- 
sion with telemarketing scams 
that promise credit cards, loans, 
even jobs in Kuwait, consumer 
advocates and regulators said. 
"The telephone is the weapon of 
choice” for today's swindlers and 
they are using special numbers to 
prey on the jobless, said Linda 
Golodner, executive director of 
the National Consumers League. 
The schemes exploit bad credit 
ratings, bankruptcies and fears 
that the loan market is tight, said 
a consumer coalition calling itself 
the alliance against fraud in tele- 
marketing. A rash of “900" num- 
bers and newspaper ads have 
surfaced in recent weeks touting 
jobs to rebuild Kuwait. Tbe. 

900 is a calling service where 
fees are usually charged bv the 
minute to the caller. But Middle 
E®st job prospects right now are 
dim and phone-callers are wast- 
ing their money, the coalition 
said at a news conference. Some 
of the 900-number promotions 
can cost job-seekers $100 apiece 
for data about which companies 
are doing business in Kuwait. In 
fact, much of the work is months 
«/u ,eai ? awa y- said the coalition. 
When jobs do become available, 
state and federal government 
agencies will provide information 
aoout them for free, said Stephen 
Ames of the Council of Better 
Business Bureaus. The taped 
message on one 900 number re- 
cited an address so rapidly that 
“Pfnjrtion workers looking fir 
jobs had to call repeatedly to 
w nte it down. 
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